
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of March 15 to March 21, 2021 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Hwy. 61, Esko, MN 55733, 218-879-2581 
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.  

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

Sunday, March 21 ~ Outdoor Worship at 9:00 am in the 
parking lot! You will be able to tune in within the comfort of your 
vehicle via FM radio at 87.9! If you would like to follow along on a 
printed bulletin, please print out the online bulletin sent to you.  
For those of you coming to the parking lot for outdoor  
worship, please send a text to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995 
to let him know you are there. 
 Also available, please view Online Worship at  
9:00 am on Facebook or YouTube. Links to view the video will be 
emailed out prior to Sunday. The link will also be available at 
www.northwoodesko.com  
 You are invited to SHARE our weekly online worship through 
social media so that it can be enjoyed by more people! 
 
Wednesday, March 31 ~ Outreach Ministry meeting in the  
Sanctuary at 6:30 pm. Masks and social distancing required. 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

Sunday, May 2 ~ We will be returning to IN-PERSON worship at 
9:00 am! We will be LIVE STREAMING the service from North-
wood’s Sanctuary. This service will also be available online for all 
who have been watching worship from home and wish to continue 
to do so.   
  

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

CHECKING IN . . . 
Where have you Seen God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by texting or calling Pastor Brian at  
828-434-6995 or emailing bcornell@wnccumc.net 

“God does not only show up on Sunday!’  
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, 
please email to Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or  
Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

SERMON QUOTE by Pastor Brian Cornell  
 

“Love is the Way: When the Spirit Reworks You” 
“When we are firmly planted in God  

we will never fail to bear fruit!” 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
http://www.northwood
mailto:shirleybob15@gmail.com
mailto:annonpond@yahoo.com
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Listening To One Another 
 
Greetings friends, 
 

I 
pray your Lent this year has felt  
somewhat lighter and calmer than last 
year’s observance. I have been thankful 
for Bishop Curry’s book and voice at this 

time of reflection and change. Without too 
much drama, he narrates some of the most 
challenging issues of our time: politics,  
religion, gender expression and inclusion, 
racism, and environmental concerns. And  
he does this by reminding us to get  
anywhere, we must keep everyone listening 
to one another. We cannot move forward by 
continuing to separate or isolate ourselves 
and one another. 
 
I don’t know about you, but what is so easy to say I find so very difficult to do. I want to listen to  
others, but when they say outlandish things or are yelling or don’t seem to listen, I want to turn them 
off. How long must we forgive our brothers? Seventy times seven (or more) according to scripture. 
But does this mean listening to their words, even if we think it is garbage? 
 
The bishop reminds us that our scriptures and our faith teach us ways to practice two things that 
might seem opposite one another. He invites us to both STAND in front of others, and to KNEEL in 
front of them too. In this, he reminds us to stand for the gospel that includes all of God’s children... 
and also to constantly be in a posture that serves our sister and brother. In this, we are reminded 
how Jesus didn’t swerve from the truth of God’s gospel including women and children and the sick 
and the mentally ill and the foreign, yet he did place himself in a servant’s role to wash his disciple’s 
feet, to feed them with his body, and to die on a cross for his expression of non-violence and  
forgiveness.  
 
This is a hard thing to hear. Sometimes I want the Lamb to roar and to stab a few wolves that have 
been preying on the weak and vulnerable. But that is NOT how Jesus rolls and it isn’t how we are 
asked to move forward in this world either.   
 
I do pray that this week’s Lenten observance gives you the energy to keep persevering, to know you 
are not alone and that you are fiercely loved by a God who has claimed you as extraordinary and 
wonderful - created in God’s image - just like our brother, our sister, our neighbor and those pesky 
people saying wrong things. God loves them too. May we learn the difficult practice of both standing 
and kneeling before God and one another until all God's Kingdom is fully revealed. 
 
Peace to you in this fifth week of Lent. 
 
Brian 
 

 
 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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RUMMAGE SALE AT NORTON PARK UMC . . . 
Norton Park UMC will be holding a rummage sale April 22-24. They would 
be grateful for donations to help make their sale a success! Please start 
putting aside gently used items to donate. Please contact Kim, Bonnie, 
Cheryl, Laurie, Tim or Brian to open the church for drop off of your  
donated items. 

FREE “Travel as a Spiritual Act” Live Discussion – March 23 
In an exclusive conversation open to all, world-renowned travel expert and author Rick Steves  
will join the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) on Tuesday, March 23 at 
8:00 p.m. CDT for a live discussion on “Travel as a Spiritual Act.” 
 Designed to meld your longing to travel with your aspiration for spiritual growth, the discus-
sion will be led by GBHEM Executive Director, Reverend Dr. Tamara K. Gieselman. “For the first 
time in months,” remarks Gieselman, “we are seeing light break through the shadows of the  
COVID-19 pandemic, and many of us are looking forward to safely booking our first excursion to  
anywhere. After living through such global trauma, a refresher course about meaningful engagement 
with people, whether across town or across the globe, seems utterly delightful.” 
 Steves will share why he believes the most meaningful souvenir from travel is a broader  
perspective. Learn more about the spiritual value of traveling and how the ancient form of pilgrimage 
has a unique way of breaking down barriers so that the gift of transformation can create a more  
compassionate, empathetic world. 
 GBHEM helps people respond to the calling that God has placed on their lives. The March 23 
conversation will explore how one can travel, hear a call to change the world, and share these life-
changing experiences with family and friends. Anyone who loves to travel is encouraged to attend. 
 Registration for the event is FREE. Register at: https://www.gbhem.org/event/ricksteves/ 

MARCH IS FOODSHARE MONTH . . . 
JUST A REMINDER: March is FoodShare month 
in Minnesota. Gone are the food collection boxes 
in Northwood’s Sanctuary and the Noisy Offerings 
(at least for this year). Instead, please consider 
writing a check to Second Harvest Northern Lakes 
Food Bank, 4503 Airpark Blvd, Duluth, 55811, or 
drop a few non-perishable food items at local  
collection sites.  
 Due to a grant, financial donations will be 
matched in March and our Northland neighbors 
who are facing food insecurity will be very grateful.  
Thank you. -- Jo Dunaiski 

https://www.gbhem.org/event/ricksteves/
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 

 Continued prayers for grace, protection, patience, health,  
kindness and care for everyone affected by the COVID-19  
pandemic and its continued trials. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for the vaccine that is reaching more  
and more of us each day.  

 Prayers for healing for Carl M. (and his family) as he recovers from emergency open heart  
surgery and is looking toward a long recovery time.  

 Prayers for healing for Alice B. as she recovers from total hip surgery. Also prayers for patience 
during healing. 

 Concerns for relationships that have been impacted by the isolation due to the COVID-19  
pandemic. Prayers for help in increasing communication and understanding leading to renewed 
closer relationships.  

 
Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
Prayers for the  military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially 
Gavin Day stationed in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of  
Dennis and Julie Day, and Alex Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

See you in church! and till then … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

JULY OR AUGUST CAMP OUTING! . . . 
Northwood UMC is planning a group camping outing this summer. We are 
planning on reserving one of the group sites at Lake Vermillion Tower Soudan 
State Park. The group camp site has room for campers and tents. Electric  
and restroom facilities are available at the site along with a screened-in  
gathering area. Reservations can only be done 120 days in advance and we 
are planning a July or August camp outing.  
 Please call or text Kora Cavanaugh at 310-7380 or email 
koracavanaugh@hotmail.com ASAP if you are interested and/or have  
questions. Please also let her know what weekend would work for you. Cost 
will be determined by group size. 

SHOUT OUTS FOR . . . 

 Team Bourdeau, accompanied by Kathy Moland from Norton Park UMC for the special music,  
“His Hand in Mine” on Sunday, March 14.   

 Kathy Moland and Amanda Zbacnik for providing our hymns this week.  

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
mailto:koracavanaugh@hotmail.com

