
ONLINE WORSHIP November 29, 2020 – First Sunday in Advent - Hope 
HYMNS: Kathy Moland, Norton Park UMC & Amanda Zbacnik, Northwood UMC 
 
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK – Luke 21:29-31 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
 
WELCOME/CHECKING IN 
Where do you… see God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?   
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Reader: Think about hope as you hear Lamentations 3: 21-24: 
“But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The 
Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in the Lord.” 
Liturgy Link 

 
UNISON ADVENT PRAYER 
Gracious God, as the Advent season begins, we cry out to you. We come to you looking for 
hope. When everything else we rely on fails us, our only hope is in you. When we do not 
understand what has happened, we hope in you. We can hope for better days because we 
trust you. We know you and we know you are here with us no matter what we are facing. 
Some of us see only darkness this time of year. Some of us find life overwhelming. Some of 
us are filled with Advent joy. Wherever we find ourselves today, Loving God, remind us 
that our hope is in you. Be with us on this journey. AMEN. 
Liturgy Link 

 
Reader:  On this First Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of hope. 
 
HYMN –                                       “Light the Advent Candle”                          FWS #2090 vs. 1  

 

Light the Advent candle, one: Now the waiting has begun;  
we have started on our way, time to think of Christmas day. 

 

Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night:  
candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: Look! Do you see something green springing up?  
People: Could it be the Righteous Branch promised to Israel?  
Liturgist: Look! Do you see leaves sprouting forth from the fig tree?  
People: Could it be the Kingdom of God is near?  
Liturgist: Let us be on guard! O God, may we be attentive to Your wondrous ways.  
People: O God, give us strength to be alert at all times this Advent. AMEN.  (kms) 
 
 
 



GATHERING UNISON PRAYER 
Righteous one, to you alone we lift our souls; 
in you alone we place our trust; 
for you alone we wait all day long. 
For you are the God of our salvation, 
abounding in mercy and steadfast love. 
Help us remain alert and watchful 
for the coming of your promised one— 
the one who comes with power and glory, 
the one drawing near 
to bring our salvation. AMEN. 
 
HYMN –                                          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                          UMH #196 vs. 1,2 

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
KINGDOM TIME 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC –                         “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”    Asbury UMC 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
Luke 21:25-36 
The Coming of the Son of Man25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this 



generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
Exhortation to Watch 
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son 
of Man.” 
 
MESSAGE OF HOPE – “Fig Tree”  
 
INVITATION TO GIVE TO THE LIVING CHRIST,  
OURSELVES, OUR LOVE AND OUR GIFTS 
Presentation of our Gifts and Offerings:  
Mail your offering to: 
Northwood UMC, P.O. Box 295, Esko, MN 55733 
 
DOXOLOGY –                                           “What Can I Give Him?”                                     UMH #221  

  

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN –                                                   “Soon and Very Soon” (sing 2X)                        UMH #706 vs. 1  

  

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King;  
soon and very soon, we are going to see the King;  
soon and very soon, we are going to see the King.  

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL 
 
DISMISSAL HYMN –                                            “Emmanuel”                                                       UMH #204  

  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.  
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

 


