
NORTHWOOD UMC OUTDOOR WORSHIP January 3, 2021 - Tune into FM 87.9!  
Please print out this bulletin if you would like a printed bulletin to follow along. 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP January 3, 2021     
HYMNS: Amanda Zbacnik & Kathy Moland 
 
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK – John 1:16 
16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  
 
WELCOME/CHECKING IN - - Text to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995  

Where do you… see God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude? 
 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
L:  We trust in you, O God, for you are faithful. 
P:  Show us your ways and teach us your paths. 
L:  We wait for you. 
P:  Lead us in your paths of truth. 
L:  Do not remember our failures. 
P:  Out of your merciful grace, forgive us. 
L:  You are faithful, O God. Your love is steadfast. 
A:  We lift up our souls to you, and praise you always. AMEN. 
Ministry Matters 

 
GATHERING UNISON PRAYER 
Faithful God, you called all creatures into being, 
and you care for each one.  
Send your grace upon your people gathered here, 
that we may follow your ways of truth,  
and walk in the paths of steadfast love,  
proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
Ministry Matters 

 
HYMN –                                                        “Thy Word Is a Lamp”                                   UMH #601 vs. 1,2  

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 
Still you’re there right beside me, and 

nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end. 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 

Now I will not forget Your love for me and yet 
my heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, by my guide and hold me to Your side, 
and I will love You to the end 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 



KIINGDOM TIME 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC –                                          “Give Me Jesus”  

Sung by Amanda Zbacnik, accompanied by Phyllis Kruell 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
JOHN 1:1-17 
The Word Became Flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ.  
 
JEREMIAH 31:7-14 
For thus says the LORD: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, 
    “Save, O LORD, your people, 
    the remnant of Israel.” 
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, 
    those with child and those in labor, together; 
    a great company, they shall return here. 
9 With weeping they shall come, 
    and with consolations I will lead them back, 
I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, 
    and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
    and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
    and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 



11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
    and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
    and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
    and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
their life shall become like a watered garden, 
    and they shall never languish again. 
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
    and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
I will turn their mourning into joy, 
    I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
    and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
says the LORD. 
 
MESSAGE –                                      “Step by Step, Grace Upon Grace”  

Guest Preacher, Bishop David Bard 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE TO THE LIVING CHRIST,  
OURSELVES, OUR LOVE AND OUR GIFTS 
Presentation of our Gifts and Offerings:  
Mail your offering to: 
Northwood UMC, P.O. Box 295, Esko, MN 55733 
 
DOXOLOGY –                    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                              UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;  

praise him , all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
SHARE THE MEAL/LOVE FEAST 

Prayer of Confession & Pardon                                                                                                      UMH pg. 12  

People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

  We have failed to be an obedient church.  

  We have not done your will, we have broken your law,  

  we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,  

  and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  

 Forgive us, we pray.  

 Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.  

  

Silent Prayer  

  

Leader: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  

  that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  



People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

All:  Glory to God. AMEN.  

  

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                                    UMH pg. 13  

Leader: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

Leader: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Leader: It is truly right and good to give you thanks, at all times and in all  

   places, O God. Through your living word you created all things  

   and pronounced them good. You made human beings in your  

   own image, persons capable of entering into relationships with  

   you and with each other. Through prophets, rabbis and teachers  

   you have sought to be in loving relationship with us, even when  

   we have sought to go our own ways. When we have brought  

   others pain and heartache you offer us a way of reconciliation.  

  So today we join with all of your people on earth, praising your  

   name in unending song, saying:  

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

  Hosanna in the highest.  

  Blessed is the One that comes  

   in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

  
Words of Consecration                                                                                                                      UMH pg. 14  
Leader:  . . . And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  
  and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,  
  as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
All:   Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 O Holy One, we give you thanks for this mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit to share ourselves, and 
your love, with others. In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/  

THE LORD’S PRAYER - Text your prayers to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN. 



HYMN –                                          “Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone”                           W&S #3104 
 

1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch; like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear; and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

Refrain: 
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free.  
My God, my Savior, has ransomed me.  

And like a flood his mercy reigns,  
unending love, amazing grace. 

 

3. The Lord has promised good to me; His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 

Refrain: 
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free.  
My God, my Savior, has ransomed me.  

And like a flood his mercy reigns,  
unending love, amazing grace. 

 

4. The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine. 
But God who called me here below, will be forever mine. 

You are forever mine. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL 
 
DISMISSAL HYMN –                 “God Be with You till We Meet Again”                      UMH #672 vs. 1  

 

God be with you till we meet again;  

by his counsels guide, uphold you,  

with his sheep securely fold you;  

God be with you till we meet again. 

  


