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NORTHWOOD UMC ONLINE WORSHIP December 6, 2020 –Second Sunday in Advent – Joy  
HYMNS: By Kathy Moland and Amanda Zbacnik 
 
TEXT OF THE WEEK – Baruch 5:8-9 
8 The woods and every fragrant tree  

have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
9 For God will lead Israel with joy,  

in the light of his glory, with the mercy 
and righteousness that come from him. 

 
WELCOME/CHECKING IN – Text to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995 
     Where do you… See God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?   
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Reader: During the second week in Advent, we spend time thinking about joy. 
From Psalm 5:11, we hear these words, “But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever 
sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, so that those who love your name may exult in 
you.” 
Liturgy Link 

 
UNISON ADVENT PRAYER 
Too often, we think joy is something big, O God.  
A brass band or a parade can certainly bring us joy.  
Just as easily and far more often,  

we can feel joy in a hug  
or the squeeze of hand,  
we can see joy in a smile  
or hear it in laughter.  

Help us to not overlook the simple joys  
that peak into our lives daily.  

This week in our Advent journey,  
open our eyes to the joy that surrounds us. AMEN. 

Liturgy Link 

 
Reader:  On this Second Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of joy. 
 
Hymn –                                                  “Light the Advent Candle”                                   FWS #2090 vs. 2  

 

Light the Advent candle, two:  
Think of humble shepherds,  

who filled with wonder at the sight  
of the child of Christmas night. 

 

Candle, candle, burning bright,  
shining in the cold winter night;  
candle, candle, burning bright,  

fill our hearts with Christmas light. 



RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
Liturgist:  Joy is… the first flower of spring, the first snow of winter, a sun-ripened summer 

berry exploding on my tongue.  
People:  Joy is… the crunch of vibrant autumn leaves, a warm puppy, a Christmas tree, 

the opening notes of my favorite song, an unexpected gift.  
Liturgist:  Joy is… serendipity, waiting just around the corner to dance with our souls on 

angels’ wings.  
People:  Let us be open to holy joy today! AMEN.  (es) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC –                                    “Hymn of Promise”  

Amanda Zbacnik accompanied by Phyllis Kruell 
   
GATHERING UNISON PRAYER 

This second week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth has 
the power to bring us great joy this Christmas season. Father, no earthly thing can ever 
give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. That joy that flooded the hearts of the 
shepherds, the angels, the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy 
that still has the power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing. You gave us a reason to 
celebrate when you gave us the unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ who came to dwell 
amongst us. Flood our hearts with joy this Advent season as we reflect on the good news of 
Jesus’ birth. AMEN. 
Hope Bollinger 

 
HYMN –                                                     “When God Is a Child”                                      W&R #165 vs. 3  

 

When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

And none shall be afraid. 
 

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, 
telling the world that the Savior is born. 

 

When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

And none shall be afraid. 
 
KINGDOM TIME 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Book of Baruch* 5:1-9 – Joy is Coming 
5 Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 
    and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 
2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 
    put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
3 for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 
4 For God will give you evermore the name, 
    “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 
5 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
    look toward the east, 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-the-candle-of-joy-for-advent-week-3.html


and see your children gathered from west and east 
    at the word of the Holy One, 
    rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
6 For they went out from you on foot, 
    led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, 
    carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
7 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low 
    and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
    so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
8 The woods and every fragrant tree 
    have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
9 For God will lead Israel with joy, 
    in the light of his glory, 
    with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
*Baruch was a Jewish aristocrat who became the scribe of the prophet Jeremiah. 
 
Luke 1:68-79 – Promise Keeping God 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
MESSAGE OF JOY – “Palm Tree”  
 
INVITATION TO GIVE TO THE LIVING CHRIST, 
OURSELVES, OUR LOVE AND OUR GIFTS 
Presentation of our Gifts and Offerings:  
Mail your offering to: 
Northwood UMC, P.O. Box 295, Esko, MN 55733 
 



DOXOLOGY –                                          “What Can I Give Him?”                                                 UMH #221  
  

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what can I give him: give my heart. 

 
SHARE THE MEAL/LOVE FEAST  
Prayer of Confession & Pardon                                                                                          UMH pg. 12 

People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

  We have failed to be an obedient church.  

  We have not done your will, we have broken your law,  

  we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,  

  and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  

 Forgive us, we pray.  

 Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.  
  

Silent Prayer  
  

Leader: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  

  that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

All:  Glory to God. AMEN.  
  

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                        UMH pg. 13 
Leader: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

Leader: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Leader: It is truly right and good to give you thanks, at all times and in all  

   places, O God. Through your living word you created all things  

   and pronounced them good. You made human beings in your  

   own image, persons capable of entering into relationships with  

   you and with each other. Through prophets, rabbis and teachers  

   you have sought to be in loving relationship with us, even when  

   we have sought to go our own ways. When we have brought  

   others pain and heartache you offer us a way of reconciliation.  

  So today we join with all of your people on earth, praising your  

   name in unending song, saying:  

All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full  

  of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One that comes  

  in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

  



Words of Consecration                                                                                                                      UMH pg. 14 

Leader:  . . . And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy  

  and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,  

  as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

All:   Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 O Holy One, we give you thanks for this mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit to share ourselves, and 

your love, with others. In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/  
          THE LORD’S PRAYER - Text your prayers to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995 

 
HYMN –                                                           “Joy to the World”                                    UMH #246 vs. 1,2,3 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare Him room, 
and Heaven and nature sing, and Heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 

repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL 
 
DISMISSAL HYMN –                            “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”                                              UMH #204  

  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.  

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 
  

 


