
NORTHWOOD UMC OUTDOOR WORSHIP December 20, 2020 - Tune into FM 87.9!  
Please print out this bulletin if you would like a printed bulletin to follow along.  
 
ONLINE WORSHIP December 20th, 2020 – Fourth Sunday in Advent - Love 
HYMNS: Kathy Moland and Amanda Zbacnik 
 
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK – Luke 1: 42b 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
 
WELCOME/CHECKING IN - - Text to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995 
Where do you… see God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?   
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Reader: In this final week of Advent, our attention is on love. The following Scripture verses may 
sound very familiar, so we will hear them twice. The first time is in the New Revised Standard 
Version. The second time we’ll be reading from the Message. Listen for the call to love in these 
words. 
 
Matthew 22:36-40 (NSRV) says, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He 
said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
Matthew 22:36-40 (The Message) says, Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most 
important?” Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and 
intelligence.’ This is the most important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside 
it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These two commands are pegs; everything in God’s 
Law and the Prophets hangs from them.” 
Liturgy Link 

 
Unison Advent Prayer 
God, we have learned to love from being loved by you. And so today, let us enact that love. 
Let us live that love. We know that what the world needs now is more love. We need to 
remember how much you love each one of us and we must share that love with others. 
AMEN. 
Liturgy Link 

 
Reader:  On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of love. 
 
Hymn –                                                     “Light the Advent Candle”                                  FWS #2090 vs. 4 

 

Light the Advent candle, four: Think of joy for evermore;  
Christ Child in a stable born, gift of love that Christmas morn.  

  

Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night:  
candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

  

 



RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
Liturgist: God prunes a promising twig from a most magnificent  
 cedar and plants it upon the loftiest mountain.  
People: This noble tree grows strong with many branches. God’s tree bears much fruit.  
Liturgist: Every bird lives in this regal tree. There is plenty of shade for every winged creature.  
People: God makes low the lofty, and elevates the lowly.  
 God dries what is green, and what is dried God makes flourish.  
Liturgist: God is always busy in our midst planting Christ.  
People: May we receive the blessed presence of the Messiah! (kms) 
 
GATHERING UNISON PRAYER 

Lord, be with us this morning as we encounter Mary and hear of the wondrous news 
that she received. Remind us that, like Mary, each one of us is a bearer of your Good News. 
We are called to proclaim hope, peace, joy, and love in your name. Open our hearts and 
our spirits today to receive with great joy the love that you have for us. For we ask this in 
Jesus' Name. AMEN.  
 
HYMN –                                                “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                   UMH #216 vs. 1,2,3 

 

1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, as men of old have sung. 

It came, a flower bright, amid the cold of winter 
when half-spent was the night. 

 

2. Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

 

3. O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, 
and share our every load. 

 
KINGDOM TIME 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC –                               “My Grown Up Christmas List” 

Sung by Amanda Zbacnik, Northwood UMC;  
accompanied by Phyllis Kruell, Asbury UMC 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 – Planted by God 
22 Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I 
will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and 
lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce 
boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the 
shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24 All the trees of the field shall 



know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green 
tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 
Luke 1:39-45 – Blessed Fruit 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be[a] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 
 MESSAGE OF ROYAL MAJESTY – “Cedar Tree” 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE TO THE LIVING CHRIST,  
OURSELVES, OUR LOVE AND OUR GIFTS 
Presentation of our Gifts and Offerings:  
Mail your offering to: 
Northwood UMC, P.O. Box 295, Esko, MN 55733 
 
DOXOLOGY –                                              “What Can I Give Him?”                                    UMH #221 vs 4  

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord:  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried;  
the third day he rose from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church,  
the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/ 
   THE LORD’S PRAYER - Text your prayers to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24931a


 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

AMEN. 

 
HYMN –                                                     “What Child is This?”                                      UMH #219 vs. 1,2,3 

 

1. What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
  

This, this is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

  

2. Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. 
  

This, this is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

  

3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,  
come, peasant, king, to own Him; 

The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
  

This, this is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL 
 
DISMISSAL HYMN –                              “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”                                             UMH #204  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.  
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 


