
NORTHWOOD UMC OUTDOOR WORSHIP December 13, 2020 - Tune into FM 87.9! 
Please print out this bulletin if you would like a printed bulletin to follow along. 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP December 13, 2020 – Third Sunday in Advent - Peace 
HYMNS: By Kathy Moland and Amanda Zbacnik 
 
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK – Jeremiah 17:7-8 
7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. 
 
WELCOME/CHECKING IN - Text to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995 
    Where do you… see God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?   
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Reader: For the third week in Advent, we focus on peace. 
In John 14:27, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
Liturgy Link 

 
Unison Advent Prayer 
Prince of Peace, reveal yourself to us today. We need peace in our lives, our homes, our 
families, our church, and our whole world. Help us to slow down and seek out the peace 
you provide, so we may become peacemakers for ourselves and others. In your name, 
Prince of Peace, we pray. Amen. 
Liturgy Link 

 
Reader:  On this Third Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of peace. 
 
Hymn –                                                      “Light the Advent Candle”                               FWS #2090 vs. 3  

 

Light the Advent candle, three: Think of heavenly harmony;  
angels singing “Peace on earth” at the blessed Savior’s birth.  

  

Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night:  
candle, candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: As winter trees stretch out bare arms to a dark sky –  
People: We stretch out in the darkness to find the touch of love.  
Liturgist: As flowers turn their gentle faces to the sun –  
People: We long to find in that warmth the promise of peace.  
Liturgist: As the fire breaks the shell of the seed –  
People: So may our pain break the shell of isolation that protects us from ourselves.  
Liturgist: In the security of darkness, the warmth of sunshine, the promise of fire –  
People:  May we blossom anew in the miracle of Your saving love, O God.  (kg) 
 
 
 



GATHERING UNISON PRAYER 
 Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and light, many of us are struggling 
with the heaviness of life—burdens that steal the joy right out of our stockings.  
 Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be afraid!”  
 We need your peace, Jesus.  
 We confess that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a different kind: 
wondering when the bills will be paid, when the terror will stop, when rest will come.  
 Will it ever? Is the message still true?  
 In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up that good news again.  
 This Advent, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and peace more 
than now.  
 Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh.  
 We not only need Your peace and joy; Lord, we crave it.  
 You’ve promised rest for the weary, victory for the battle-scarred, peace for the anxious, 
and acceptance for the broken hearted—not just at Advent, but every day of every year.  
 Your name is still called “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “The Mighty God,” “The Everlasting 
Father,” and “The Prince of Peace.”  
 We know that peace on earth can only come when hearts find peace with You.  
 You are still our Joy. You are still our Peace. You are no longer a babe in the manger. 
You are Lord of lords and King of kings. And we still celebrate You as Lord—this Christmas 
and always. AMEN. 
~Edited from Rebecca Barlow Jordan's  “A Prayer for Peace & Joy at Christmas”  

 
HYMN –                                             “Winds Through the Olive Trees”  

 

1. Winds through the olive trees, softly did blow. 
'Round little Bethlehem, long, long ago. 

 

2. Sheep on the hillsides lay white as the snow, 
Shepherds were watching them, long, long ago. 

 

3. Then from the happy skies angels bent low, 
Singing their songs of joy; long, long ago. 

 

4. For, in His manger bed cradled we know, 
Christ came to Bethlehem, long, long ago. 

 
KINGDOM TIME  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC –                             “Where Are You Christmas?” 

Sung by Amanda Zbacnik, Northwood UMC; 
accompanied by Phyllis Kruell, Asbury UMC 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Jeremiah 17:5-8 - Like Shrubs and Trees 
Thus says the LORD: 
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
    and make mere flesh their strength, 
    whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/a-prayer-for-peace-and-joy-at-christmas.html


6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land. 
7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 
    whose trust is the LORD. 
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
    sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 
    and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
    and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
 
Luke 3:7-18 – Bear Fruit or Else….. 
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  
 
MESSAGE OF PEACE & JUSTICE – “Olive Tree”   
 
INVITATION TO GIVE TO THE LIVING CHRIST,  
OURSELVES, OUR LOVE AND OUR GIFTS 
Presentation of our Gifts and Offerings:  
Mail your offering to: 
Northwood UMC, P.O. Box 295, Esko, MN 55733 
 
 
 
 



DOXOLOGY –                                           “What Can I Give Him?”                                       UMH #221 vs 4  
  

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/ 
          THE LORD’S PRAYER - Text your prayers to Pastor Brian @ 828-434-6995 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  AMEN. 
 
HYMN –                                              “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                                          UMH #431 

 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 
let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be 

With God our creator, children all are we. 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 

to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL 
 
DISMISSAL HYMN –                               “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”                                             UMH #204  

  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.  
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

 


