
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Prelude ~   
  

The Creation ~ Genesis 1:1-4 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
The earth was without form and void,  

and darkness was upon the face of the deep;  
and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters.   

And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.   

And God saw that the light was good. 
 

Creation Response ~             “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                        Phyllis Kruell 
 

Lighting the Advent Candles ~  
Advent 1 
   We are a people of hope. Our hearts are full of anticipation for the coming  
 of our beloved Christ Child. Let us light the Candle of Hope.  
Advent 2 
             Joy to the world! Our God is now coming to bring us “good news.”  
  Let us light the Candle of Joy. 
 Advent 3 
 In the name of that Child who was born long ago  to become the Prince of Peace,  
 we now light the Candle of Peace. 
  Advent 4 
 We are a people who seek to be brought together  by the love of Christ.  
 Acknowledging God’s free gift of grace, we light the Candle of Love. 
Lighting the Christ Candle ~ 
 Tonight is the night for which we have all been waiting.  
 Our Advent wreath will now be completed by the lighting of our Christ Candle. 
      “For unto us a child is given, unto us a Savior is born  
       and the order of the world will be upon his shoulders.”   
       With the birth of Jesus, our lives will be forever changed.  
       We will be transformed by his model and message.   
       We light this candle to represent that 
       Christ is truly the center of our lives. Amen.                         
                          Edited from Rev. Jolene Cadenbach, Pastor of Arcadia United Church of Christ in Arcadia, CA.   
 

   Hymn ~                                  Light the Advent Candle, vs. 5                        FWS #2090  
Light the Christmas candles, now: Sing of donkey, sheep and cow; 

birthday candles for the King, let the alleluias ring. 
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Candle, candle burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; candle, 
candle burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 

*Carol ~                              “O Come All Ye Faithful” vs. 1,3                   BLUE UMH #234 
  

The First Prophesy ~ Isaiah 9:2, 6-7   (Responsive Reading) 
 

L:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  
     on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.  
P:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
     his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  
     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
L:  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign 
     on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
     justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the  
     LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 

*Carol ~                     “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” vs. 1              BLUE UMH #196 
 

The Second Prophesy ~Micah 5:2-5  
 
2"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clan of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from 
ancient times."  3Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor 
gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4He will stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 
5And he will be their peace.   
 

Carol  ~                      “O Little Town of Bethlehem“ vs. 1                     BLUE UMH #230 
 

UNISON CHRISTMAS PRAYER ~ 
 

Almighty God, there are many things we can bring to Jesus, more than anything else, we 
bring ourselves. May we come humbly to the manger. May we hear the song of the angels. 
May we journey with the shepherds to find the Christ child. May we this day, Lord, praise and 
glorify Your Holy Name. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer ~ 
 

Carol ~                     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” vs. 1               BLUE UMH #218  
 

 
 
 
 



The Blessing of Mary ~ Luke 1:26b-33 

26The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”[c] 29But she 
was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
  

Special Music ~                         “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                           Karen Durfee                                                  
 

Joseph’s Challenge ~ Matthew 1:18-25 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy 
Spirit; 19and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to  
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered this, behold, an angel of  
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; 21she will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
 this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emman′u-el”(which means, God with 
us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 
 

Carol ~                                         “The First Noel” vs. 1                             BLUE UMH #245 
 

The Birth of Jesus ~ Luke 2:1-7 
 
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3And everyone went to his own town to register. 4So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in 
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

Special Music ~                          “Breath of Heaven”                Phyllis Kruell & Debbie Merrick                                            
 

The Shepherds and the Angels ~ Luke 2:8-20 
 

 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201-3&version=RSV#fen-RSV-24911c


good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ[a] the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  15When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16So they hurried off and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread 
the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 

Carol ~                              “Angels We Have Heard on High” vs. 1                 BLUE UMH #238 
 

Visitors Bearing Gifts for A King ~ Matthew 2:1-12 
 
1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2“Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: 6‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.’”7Then Herod summoned the wise 
men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; 8and he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him 
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9When they had heard the king they 
went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came 
to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy; 11and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 
 

Let us Present our Gifts before the Baby Jesus ~ 
Doxology ~                            “What Can I Give Him” vs. 4                            BLUE UMH #221 
 

Christmas Message ~               “The Trees in Our Lives”                              Pastor Brian Cornell 
 

Special Music ~                              “O Holy Night”                                                 Karen Durfee 
 

“I Will Light a Christmas Candle” (Responsive Reading) ~ 
L:  I will not curse the darkness in this dreary world; instead 
     I will light a Christmas Candle and pray its’ glow will spread. 

P:  I will not blame my neighbor for his color, ways or creed, 
           But I will seek contentment in helping those in need. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24977a


L:  I will not be an island considering my life complete. 
P: I will try to share enrichment with everyone I meet. 

L:  Yes, I will light a candle, so that in its’ spreading glow 
P: My life will reflect the image of God wherever I go. 

L:  Let us pause for a moment to reflect and prepare for the reality that truly we 
     have been given the greatest gift of all, Jesus!  
                             (After the Candles are lit, we will sing “Silent Night”) 
 

 
*Carol ~                                    “Silent Night! Holy Night” vs. 1,2,3,4               BLUE UMH #239 
 

Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Silent Night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the Angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King, 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Benediction ~ John 1  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God . . .  In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 (Candles are extinguished and lights turned on.) 

 
*Carol ~                                     “Joy to the World” vs. 1,4                          BLUE UMH #246 
 
*Postlude ~                                       
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