
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of December 14 to December 20, 2020 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.  

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

Sunday, December 20 ~ Outdoor Worship at 9:00 am in the 
parking lot! You will be able to tune in within the comfort of your 
vehicle via FM radio at 87.9! If you would like to follow along on a 
printed bulletin, please print out the online bulletin sent to you. 
 Also available, please view Online Worship at  
9:00 am on Facebook or YouTube. Links to view the video will be 
emailed out prior to Sunday. The link will also be available at 
www.northwoodesko.com  
 All online worship services may be viewed on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-
Esko-MN-113344768735604/ on YouTube at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCizZVSYdgxa81_CEbblXQyw?
view_as=subscriber or on the Worship page at 
www.northwoodesko.com 
 
Monday, December 21 ~ Longest Night Worship Service at  
7:00 pm. A link will be sent out prior to the service. 
 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

CHECKING IN . . . 
Where have you Seen God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by texting or calling Pastor Brian at  
828-434-6995 or emailing bcornell@wnccumc.net 
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, 
please email to Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or  
Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

SHOUT OUTS FOR . . . 

 The Special Music on Sunday, December 13, “Where Are You 
Christmas?”, sung by Amanda Zbacnik and accompanied by 
Phyllis Kruell of Asbury UMC who also provided the beautiful 
slide presentation for the music. 

 To Shane Johnson for reading the Advent candle lighting liturgy 
and the lighting of the Third Advent Candle. Thank you. 

 Tim Frietag who helped with taping all the services this week! 

 Ann Butler for getting all the Advent services prepared! 

 All those working so hard on the Administrative Council to do the 
business things that need to be done. 
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Dear Northwood Family, 
 

F 
irst, we recognize Hope. Then Joy. Then Peace. And 
finally, on the fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the 
last candle on the edge of the wreath for LOVE. This 
week leads us to the fourth Sunday of Advent and our 

anticipation and search for LOVE. 
 
I shared a bit last week about how stark this Advent has felt 
for me, and that maybe I’m not alone. None of us imagined a 
year ago a time like this where we worship by car and listen by radio… or sit in our PJs and watch 
and listen via YouTube… or just wait for written material to come to us, but here we are. As a privi-
leged North American, most Advent seasons past meant I was REMEMBERING or REALIZING the 
signs of Hope and Joy and Peace and Love around me. This year, I might be in more of a ‘looking 
forward’ position than I have ever been in my life. Maybe I can sit a bit better with the ancient Israel-
ites who were looking for a Messiah so long ago to deliver them from political, economic, spiritual, 
and mental slavery. And like them, maybe I too can admit my likelihood of being misled by false 
Messiahs promising me a version of Hope or Joy or Peace or Love that I recognize and desire. 
 
But what if this is a true Advent? The one where Jesus and the Rolling Stones promised, “No, you 
can’t always get what you want, but if you try sometime you find you get what you need.” What if the 
Love everyone is hungering for is a possibility, but only if we accept the Child for who he really is, 
not what we have made him be for our own gratification? 
 
What if the love we’ve experienced so far is but a shadow of the Love God offers and promises? 
What if the Love Jesus offers in his coming and abiding with us can be encompassing and unlimited, 
changing the boundaries of our experiences of love? 
 
As a child, I heard the call to love others and offer forgiveness. And honestly, as a child, I did find it 
easy to love and forgive others. Mostly because I was loved and forgiven often AND I really hadn’t 
had anyone take advantage of me in a way that hurt terribly. 
 
Those times are gone and now I have places where people have done terrible things, sometimes 
even knowingly and on purpose to hurt me or people I love. My mature understanding of Love and 
Forgiveness has changed somewhat, but they are still the acts that Jesus calls me to participate in, 
though I could make some compelling arguments for why I THINK some people and situations 
shouldn’t be LOVED or FORGIVEN. Yet neither Jesus nor Advent ask or allow me to make  
exceptions. The Love (and forgiveness that makes true love possible) is still required to come to The 
Child with understanding. I want to receive The Child. Will I pray for the Advent of Love to come, 
even if it means changing? 
 
My hope for myself and for our congregation is that we name what we have with one another AND 
that we bravely pray for the new expressions of LOVE (and forgiveness) that come with The Child.  
We can trust God to lead us into whatever comes, keeping the promises offered so long ago and 
even unto now.  Thanks be to God. 
 
With love (and growing to practice it better), 
 
 
Pastor Brian  

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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“Our Loving God requires righteous relationships with our neighbors.” 
                                       — Pastor Brian 

DECEMBER GIFT GIVING . . . 
 

Dear Members of Northwood:  
 Thanks for participating in this year’s COVID-19 abbreviated pledge drive. If you haven’t done 
so already, please submit your pledge by email to Holly Compo, thcompo@aol.com or by mail to 
Northwood. And while I’ve got you here, remember that December gift giving is the perfect time to 
remember your church. 
 Toward that end, one option is to consider the gift of stock or mutual funds that have been 
held for more than one year. By donating the holding rather than selling and then donating the pro-
ceeds, donors can avoid capital gains taxes AND receive the charitable deductibility for the value of 
the gift. If this is something you would like to do, give me a call at 218-391-1899 or an email at  
tedbarblammi@gmail.com 
 I cannot thank you enough for the steady financial support the Northwood congregation has 
provided at all times and particularly during the COVID-19 crisis. We are doing okay monetarily and 
that is because of you, who have heard the call. 
                                                                             Ted Lammi, Financial/Stewardship Chairman 

RACIAL JUSTICE CHURCH GRANT . . . 
A $300 grant is currently available to help members of Northwood purchase books for a small (or 
large) group study on racial justice. Please see this link https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/
mn-church-and-society-offers-racial-justice-grants-14356637 for more info and reading choices. 
 Would Northwood be open to participating in a book study going into January? IF our situa-
tion changes with COVID-19, we could do it in person. IF not, we could use ZOOM.  
 My own interest leans towards learning about Native American peoples, as they have the 
largest presence closest to our congregation and community but also because this is where I feel 
massively personally ignorant. However, I'm open to all suggestions and will happily go with the  
largest interest of our congregation. Please call or email me if you are interested.         Pastor Brian  

THESE STRESSFUL TIMES . . .  
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the year 2020 
has been one like no other. Our way of life and  
day-to-day living has been altered in so many 
ways. These difficult months have affected our  
lifestyles, daily activities and our point of view in 
general. Each person is coping with the situation 
in different ways. Some individuals are having 
more difficulty coping with the change in 
“normalcy” depending on their circumstances and 
have higher levels of stress than others. If you 
find yourself having a difficult time, or you know 
of someone that may need some assistance, 
please see the list of resources below for some helpful information: ·  

 The National Alliance on Mental Health Helpline ꟷ (800) 950-6264 ·  

 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline ꟷ (800) 273-8255 ·  

 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration National Helpline ꟷ (800) 662-4357 
National Domestic Violence Hotline ꟷ (800) 799-7233  

 The CDC also has a great site with lots of resources at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019
-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stressanxiety.html 

Assistance  

Is Available! 

Do You  

Need Help? 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/mn-church-and-society-offers-racial-justice-grants-14356637
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/mn-church-and-society-offers-racial-justice-grants-14356637
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 

 Continued prayers for grace, protection and care for everyone 
affected by or suffering from COVID-19 and continued prayers 
for their caretakers.  

 Continued prayers for the frontline workers, first responders and 
essential workers dealing with the pandemic and trying to stay healthy. 

 Prayers of comfort as John Cavanaugh lost his uncle George Caris to COVID-19 this past week. 

 Prayers for Betsy Stark and her family, friend of Holly Compo and Daisy Rose, who lost both of 
Betsy’s parents in the past few weeks to COVID-19. 

 Prayers that we don’t pass judgement on those who are breaking with guidance to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.  

 
Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you in church! and till then … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the mil-
itary service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed in 
Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day, and 
Alex Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net

