
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of November 30 to December 6, 2020 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.  

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

Sunday, December 6~ Outdoor Worship at 9:00 am 
in the parking lot! You will be able to tune in within the 
comfort of your vehicle via FM radio at 87.9! It works 
great! 
 Also available, please view Online Worship at 9:00 
am on Facebook or YouTube. Links to view the video will 
be emailed out prior to Sunday. The link will also be  
available at www.northwoodesko.com  
 All online worship services may be viewed on  
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United
-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCizZVSYdgxa81_CEbblXQyw?view_as=subscriber or on 
the Worship page at www.northwoodesko.com 
 
Wednesday, December 9~ Administrative Council  
meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm. 
 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

CHECKING IN . . . 
Where have you Seen God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by texting or calling Pastor Brian at  
828-434-6995 or emailing bcornell@wnccumc.net 
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, 
please email to Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or  
Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

SHOUT OUTS FOR . . . 

 The special music on Sunday, November 29, “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” by Phyllis Kruell of Asbury UMC.  

 Our Amanda Zbacnik and Kathy Moland of Norton Park UMC 
who have recorded our hymns for Advent.  

 Tim F (Kathy Moland’s son-in-law) for the videos included in the 
November 29 Power Point for Northwood and Norton Park.    

 Amanda and her boys, Brody and Maddux ,who provided a  
surprise ending in our online worship by singing Jingle Bells!   
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Thank You For Sharing Joy! 
 
Dear Northwood UM family, 
 

G 
reetings to each of you on this, the  
beginning of Advent! Many of you already 
know our Advent worship this year is 
based on scripture, liturgy, and songs  

centering around various trees of the Bible. On first 
Sunday of Advent on November 29, we talked  
about the Fig Tree and its biblical and historical  
significance in the life of Israelites as well as the 
HOPE it might offer us these days. This coming  
second Sunday of Advent, we’ll be talking about the Palm Tree and its relationship with JOY. The 
third week is the Olive Tree which unsurprisingly represents PEACE (olive branch, anyone?) and  
finally, there is the last week of Advent bringing us to the Cedar Tree representing LOVE. 

 
In all of these Tree references, we are invited to consider how our surroundings in Minnesota might 
be represented in the Advent story. Last week, I shared how the symbol of Hope was equally carried 
by the Tamarack Tree, both in how it unusually loses its needles, unlike most conifers, but also gains 
them back in the Spring. My family is also using Tamarack as our main heat source, as we bought 
several cords of it to fuel our fireplace this winter. A church member wrote this week his roof beams 
are made of Tamarack because of their resiliency and ability to bend under snow weight in the  
winter. He said the sound of the groaning roof was the sound of HOPE for him because he’d not 
need a new roof in the coming year! 
 
As we approach JOY this week, I wonder what a suitable Minnesota representative might be?  
I do know as my family sought a Christmas tree at Chub Lake farm this weekend, we found joy. We 
watched David bounce from tree to tree, wanting us to buy the little trees so they would ‘feel good 
about themselves’.  We ended up getting a smaller ‘Charlie-Brown’ tree as well as a slightly larger 
one. While not a specific Minnesota tree representing Joy, we did find joy among the trees  
unexpectedly. What ideas for JOY might you have from the natural surroundings of our area? 
 
One last source of Joy I want to share is the way many of you are contributing to the life of our  
congregation in different ways. Helping fix things in our building that make it nicer or more able to 
help us in worship or the daycare or even the way our building is regarded by our neighbors.  
Helping support our worship in song and reading and broadcasting and snow-shoveling and texting 
and emailing. Helping encourage the staff (Me!) with emails or stories of other things that happened 
in the life of the congregation in times past. All of this helps, and all of this makes me glad. Thank 
you for sharing Joy! 
 
I look forward to hearing what ideas you have for Minnesota-specific representatives of Hope, Joy, 
Peace, and Love. I also look forward to continuing this Tree-filled Advent with you leading up to the 
Birth of the Christ. Blessings to you and your loved ones! 
 
With Joy, 
 
Pastor Brian  

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the 
military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed 
in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day, and 
Alex Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

“Jesus calls the people then and now to hope…to hope for the future. He asks them 
to remember new leaves come to all trees in their new season and so will new life 
come to the nation of Israel and could it be that new life comes to our nation?” 

                                                                             — Pastor Brian 

December Gift Giving . . . 
 

Dear Members of Northwood:   
 
Thanks for participating in this year’s COVID-19 abbreviated pledge drive.  If you 
haven’t done so already, please submit your pledge by email to Holly Compo or 
by mail to Northwood. And while I’ve got you here, remember that December gift 
giving is the perfect time to remember your church. 
 
Toward that end, one option is to consider the gift of stock or mutual funds that 
have been held for more than one year. By donating the holding rather than sell-
ing and then donating the proceeds, donors can avoid capital gains taxes AND 
receive the charitable deductibility for the value of the gift. If this is something 
you would like to do, give me a call at 218-391-1899 or an email at tedbarblammi@gmail.com 
 
I cannot thank you enough for the steady financial support the Northwood congregation has provided 
at all times and particularly during the COVID-19 crisis. We are doing okay monetarily and that is  
because of you, who have heard the call. 
 
Ted Lammi, Financial/Stewardship Chairman 

Racial Justice Church Grant . . . 
A $300 grant is currently available to help members of Northwood 
purchase books for a small (or large) group study on racial justice. 
Please see this link https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/mn
-church-and-society-offers-racial-justice-grants-14356637 for more 
information and some choices for reading. 
 
Would Northwood be open to participating in a book study going 
into January? IF our situation changes with COVID-19, we could 
do it in person. IF not, we could use ZOOM.  
 
My own interest leans towards learning about Native American 
peoples, as they have the largest presence closest to our congre-
gation and community but also because this is where I feel mas-
sively personally ignorant. However, I'm open to all suggestions and will happily go with the largest 
interest of our congregation. Please give me a call or send me an email if you are interested. 
 
Pastor Brian  

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/mn-church-and-society-offers-racial-justice-grants-14356637
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/mn-church-and-society-offers-racial-justice-grants-14356637
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 

 Prayers for grace, protection and care for everyone affected by COVID-19. 

 Continued prayers for Katharine Johnson’s niece, Lisa, who is 
in hospice care with brain cancer. 

 Prayers for Tom Zbacnik’s friend Paul Ivancich dealing with 
Stage 4 colon cancer. 

 Prayers for Carla Frederick in the hospital with COVID-19. 

 Prayers for Chris Stickney and his family who lost his mom this 
past week. 

 Prayers for the family and friends of Kyle Burgraff who died by suicide this past week. 

 Prayers for Nancy Sebesta, paternal grandmother of Shane Johnson’s grandson and cousin to 
Daisy Rose and Holly Compo, who is in a coma fighting COVID-19. 

 Prayers for Daisy Rose and Holly Compo’s Uncle Jeff who is in the hospital with COVID-19 but is 
doing better. 

 Prayers for our Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 

 Prayers for Growing with Love Childcare. 

 Prayers for the frontline workers, first responders and essential workers dealing with the  
pandemic and trying to stay healthy. 

 
Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you in church! and till then  … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

Northwood UMC now  
has a land line: 
218-879-2581  

and  
WiFi GWLNUMC20 

WALKERS ON MONDAYS  . . .  
Walking on Mondays has been postponed until COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  

“This Advent look to the trees,  
especially the ones who  
have lost their leaves.  

Listen to the winter song.  
God is near.  God is near.  God is near.”   

                                       — Pastor Brian Pastor Brian, November 25 
 
Mathias Vega,14 on December 4 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net

