
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of December 14 to December 20, 2020 

Dear Northwood Family, 
 

F 
irst, we recognize Hope. Then Joy. Then Peace. And 
finally, on the fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the 
last candle on the edge of the wreath for LOVE. This 
week leads us to the fourth Sunday of Advent and our 

anticipation and search for LOVE. 
 
I shared a bit last week about how stark this Advent has felt 
for me, and that maybe I’m not alone. None of us imagined a 
year ago a time like this where we worship by car and listen by radio… or sit in our PJs and watch 
and listen via YouTube… or just wait for written material to come to us, but here we are. As a privi-
leged North American, most Advent seasons past meant I was REMEMBERING or REALIZING the 
signs of Hope and Joy and Peace and Love around me. This year, I might be in more of a ‘looking 
forward’ position than I have ever been in my life. Maybe I can sit a bit better with the ancient Israel-
ites who were looking for a Messiah so long ago to deliver them from political, economic, spiritual, 
and mental slavery. And like them, maybe I too can admit my likelihood of being misled by false 
Messiahs promising me a version of Hope or Joy or Peace or Love that I recognize and desire. 
 
But what if this is a true Advent? The one where Jesus and the Rolling Stones promised, “No, you 
can’t always get what you want, but if you try sometime you find you get what you need.” What if the 
Love everyone is hungering for is a possibility, but only if we accept the Child for who he really is, 
not what we have made him be for our own gratification? 
 
What if the love we’ve experienced so far is but a shadow of the Love God offers and promises? 
What if the Love Jesus offers in his coming and abiding with us can be encompassing and unlimited, 
changing the boundaries of our experiences of love? 
 
As a child, I heard the call to love others and offer forgiveness. And honestly, as a child, I did find it 
easy to love and forgive others. Mostly because I was loved and forgiven often AND I really hadn’t 
had anyone take advantage of me in a way that hurt terribly. 
 
Those times are gone and now I have places where people have done terrible things, sometimes 
even knowingly and on purpose to hurt me or people I love. My mature understanding of Love and 
Forgiveness has changed somewhat, but they are still the acts that Jesus calls me to participate in, 
though I could make some compelling arguments for why I THINK some people and situations 
shouldn’t be LOVED or FORGIVEN. Yet neither Jesus nor Advent ask or allow me to make  
exceptions. The Love (and forgiveness that makes true love possible) is still required to come to The 
Child with understanding. I want to receive The Child. Will I pray for the Advent of Love to come, 
even if it means changing? 
 
My hope for myself and for our congregation is that we name what we have with one another AND 
that we bravely pray for the new expressions of LOVE (and forgiveness) that come with The Child.  
We can trust God to lead us into whatever comes, keeping the promises offered so long ago and 
even unto now.  Thanks be to God. 
 
With love (and growing to practice it better), 
 
 
Pastor Brian  

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 


