
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of November 30 to December 6, 2020 

Thank You For Sharing Joy! 
 
Dear Northwood UM family, 
 

G 
reetings to each of you on this, the  
beginning of Advent! Many of you already 
know our Advent worship this year is 
based on scripture, liturgy, and songs  

centering around various trees of the Bible. On first 
Sunday of Advent on November 29, we talked  
about the Fig Tree and its biblical and historical  
significance in the life of Israelites as well as the 
HOPE it might offer us these days. This coming  
second Sunday of Advent, we’ll be talking about the Palm Tree and its relationship with JOY. The 
third week is the Olive Tree which unsurprisingly represents PEACE (olive branch, anyone?) and  
finally, there is the last week of Advent bringing us to the Cedar Tree representing LOVE. 

 
In all of these Tree references, we are invited to consider how our surroundings in Minnesota might 
be represented in the Advent story. Last week, I shared how the symbol of Hope was equally carried 
by the Tamarack Tree, both in how it unusually loses its needles, unlike most conifers, but also gains 
them back in the Spring. My family is also using Tamarack as our main heat source, as we bought 
several cords of it to fuel our fireplace this winter. A church member wrote this week his roof beams 
are made of Tamarack because of their resiliency and ability to bend under snow weight in the  
winter. He said the sound of the groaning roof was the sound of HOPE for him because he’d not 
need a new roof in the coming year! 
 
As we approach JOY this week, I wonder what a suitable Minnesota representative might be?  
I do know as my family sought a Christmas tree at Chub Lake farm this weekend, we found joy. We 
watched David bounce from tree to tree, wanting us to buy the little trees so they would ‘feel good 
about themselves’.  We ended up getting a smaller ‘Charlie-Brown’ tree as well as a slightly larger 
one. While not a specific Minnesota tree representing Joy, we did find joy among the trees  
unexpectedly. What ideas for JOY might you have from the natural surroundings of our area? 
 
One last source of Joy I want to share is the way many of you are contributing to the life of our  
congregation in different ways. Helping fix things in our building that make it nicer or more able to 
help us in worship or the daycare or even the way our building is regarded by our neighbors.  
Helping support our worship in song and reading and broadcasting and snow-shoveling and texting 
and emailing. Helping encourage the staff (Me!) with emails or stories of other things that happened 
in the life of the congregation in times past. All of this helps, and all of this makes me glad. Thank 
you for sharing Joy! 
 
I look forward to hearing what ideas you have for Minnesota-specific representatives of Hope, Joy, 
Peace, and Love. I also look forward to continuing this Tree-filled Advent with you leading up to the 
Birth of the Christ. Blessings to you and your loved ones! 
 
With Joy, 
 
Pastor Brian  

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 


