
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of January 25 to January 31, 2021 

1 Corinthians 8:1-6(CEB) 
1 Now concerning meat that has been sacrificed to a false god:  
We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes people  
arrogant, but love builds people up. 2 If anyone thinks they know 
something, they don’t yet know as much as they should know. 3  
But if someone loves God, then they are known by God. 4 So  
concerning the actual food involved in these sacrifices to false gods, 
we know that a false god isn’t anything in this world, and that there  
is no God except for the one God. 5 Granted, there are so-called 
“gods,” in heaven and on the earth, as there are many gods and 
many lords. 6 However, for us believers, There is one God the  
Father. All things come from him, and we belong to him. And there  
is one Lord Jesus Christ. All things exist through him, and we live 
through him. 
 

K 
nowing and Loving is the topic of Paul’s first recorded letter 
to the Corinthians and the passage we are covering in this 
week’s sermon. Yet Knowing and Loving are not mutually 
exclusive. Our scripture this week points out that we all 

have knowledge. Yet instead of commending knowledge and how little or much we have of it, Paul says 
LOVE is the real measure of our awareness of God. 

 
In practice, I have heard versions of this throughout the ministry. In the early years right after my call, a few 
people told me not to go to Seminary ‘cause “(I’d) learn some things but forget about God”. That didn’t  
happen, but Paul is right that learning something can make us arrogant. Sometimes I wish my 20-year-old 
self and 40-year-old self could have a mutual coaching session and talk about what loving others looks like.   
 
Yet Love without knowledge (or I’d like to say ‘Wisdom’) is also a challenge. While Paul doesn’t get into it 
here, Paul affirms the Proverbs elsewhere that say Knowledge of God is the beginning of all good things. So 
how might we live as a people both unafraid of loving and knowing? 
 
I have some suggestions: 
 
1st - Practice the Greater Gifts. Practice loving, using the gifts the holy spirit has given us. Forgive others,  
forgive yourself. Name your gratitudes often. Say please and thank you. Think kindly of others.   
 
2nd - Know things, but humbly. You may have noticed, but people who are truly wise rarely need to talk about 
their knowledge. Instead, they ask good questions that lead to answers for all. Jesus was a master of this. He 
helped reveal the knowledge others had. And, this type of work rarely puffs up. 
 
3rd - If we must err, speak and act in love. Sometimes this requires us to leave the harsh or strong language 
of ‘knowing’ and to move into the tender language of mercy and care and affection. This is often easier said 
than done but it is an active expression of our faith and our calling. As a guy, I find this harder for me than for 
my wife, Katherine. My skills as an affection-giver, especially in verbal work, are not as well developed as 
hers. Yet I am still called to develop my ways of acting and speaking in love. 
 
I hope these three steps, while not conclusive, help form your own ways of practicing love in the days ahead. 
Like everyone has an opinion these days, every one has knowledge. We then should lead from the love God 
has given us and then seek wisdom in our interactions with one another and our neighbors. 
 
Peace to you in this week, 
 
Pastor Brian 
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