
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of November 9 to November 15, 2020 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.  

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

 
Sunday, November 15 ~ Outdoor Worship at 9:00 am 
in the parking lot! You will be able to tune in within the 
comfort of your vehicle via FM  
radio at 87.9!  
 Also available, please view 
online worship on Facebook or 
YouTube at 9:00 am. Links to view  
the video will be emailed out prior 
to Sunday. The link will also be 
available at 
www.northwoodesko.com  
 All online worship services 
may be viewed on  
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United
-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCizZVSYdgxa81_CEbblXQyw?view_as=subscriber or on 
the Worship page at www.northwoodesko.com 
 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

 
Wednesday, November 18 ~  
 Charge Conference at 6:45 pm via Zoom. 

 Administrative Council Meeting at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 

CHECKING IN . . . 
Where have you Seen God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by texting or calling Pastor Brian at  
828-434-6995 or emailing bcornell@wnccumc.net 
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, 
please email to Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or  
Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

WALKERS ON MONDAYS  . . .  
Meet Monday, November 16 at 4:00 pm at the Carlton Pavilion on 
the Munger Trail for Walking on Mondays!  

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
http://www.northwood
mailto:shirleybob15@gmail.com
mailto:annonpond@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCizZVSYdgxa81_CEbblXQyw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCizZVSYdgxa81_CEbblXQyw?view_as=subscriber
mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
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Committed To Christ: Giving 
 
1 Thessalonians: 

1
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 

need to have anything written to you. 
2
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. 
3
When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction 

will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 
4
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 

5
for you are all chil-

dren of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
6
So then, let us not fall 

asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 
7
for those who sleep sleep at night, and 

those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
8
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 

the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9
For God has destined us 

not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10

who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 

11
Therefore encourage one another and build 

up each other, as indeed you are doing.  
 

T 
his week, we are wrapping up our worship series and Stewardship campaign featuring the 
five vows of membership. I’ve enjoyed considering how we Pray, are Present with one  
another, share our Gifts with one another, Serve among and with one another and Witness 
to God’s love and the love in our congregation to others. While these promises have been 

part of healthy congregational life, considering each of the expressions by itself has helped us think 
about what a vital congregation looks like even in the midst of a season of change. 
 

Let me provide an example. This Sunday, we continued exploring our very new attempt at radio 
broadcast worship. I was excited the congregation was texting in during worship; it felt like people 
were interacting in a way I’ve longed for since our worship has changed. Then I got a phone call.  
My children made motions for me to calm down, but the idea of another in the congregation being  
Present WITH US in the Pulpit/Sound Booth during worship got me giddy. “Hello. This is Brian. What 
do you want to share with the congregation?” There was silence. “Hello? This is Pastor Brian. Are 
you there?” A startled voice from Watertown, WI said, “I’m sorry. I definitely have the wrong number.” 
 
My phone almost never rings Sunday mornings; never in my dreams would I have imagined the 
phone would buzz, let alone from a regionally appropriate number, right after inviting texts or calls for 
checking in and prayer concerns. Yet it happened. My kids sitting beside me enjoyed watching my 
shock and I hope those in the cars had a laugh. For some reason, even the wrong number felt right 
as we all were present for the pastor’s unintentional prank call. Does God have a sense of humor?  
I think so. 
 
So this Sunday we attended church in vehicles and I preached from behind a second-floor glass  

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 

Continued on next page . . . 
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window, which was never a congregational goal of mine. But if we are considering ways we are 
keeping our pledge to show up, share and be present to one another, then “YES”, worshipping with 
one another - whatever the form - can be seen as both keeping a promise and reaching for Godly 
goals.  And sharing a laugh is just a bonus of God’s joy in the midst of our vows.   
 
Not all parts of congregational life produce such immediate expressions of joy, but I do believe our 
commitments to God and one another will produce laughter AND joy AND grace AND growth AND 
spiritual strength AND so many other good things for us and our congregation. So please, consider 
how you might pledge to sustain this particular community of faith with Prayers, Presence, Gifts,  
Service and Witness so that others might see Christ present in us and maybe some laughter as well. 
 
Peace to you, 
 
Pastor Brian 

NORTHWOOD UMC NOVEMBER OUTREACH PROJECT . . . 
Our second annual Pie Buddies is an outreach opportunity to provide a pie to 
those who work on Thanksgiving and are not able to celebrate with family or 
friends. Due to COVID-10, things will have to be a little different this year. Pies 
SHOULD NOT be dropped off at the church. We are also asking those who  
provide a pie(s) to deliver their pie(s) sometime Thanksgiving morning (we have 
a list of places open — contact Kora or Barb).  
 If you have a place in mind that you would like to provide a pie(s), please 
let us know. If you wish to participate, please sign up no later than Sunday,  
November 22, 2020 by contacting either Kora or Barb: Kora Cavanaugh at 
218.310.7380, koracavanaugh@hotmail.com or Barb Lammi at 218.393.9608, 
barbara.lammi@gmail.com Thank you! 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the 
military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed 
in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day, and 
Alex Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

Northwood UMC now  
has a land line: 
218-879-2581  

and  
WiFi GWLNUMC20 

SHOUT OUTS FOR . . . 

 The special music on Sunday, November 8, “How Great Thou Art”, sung by our own Amanda 
Zbacnik and accompanied by Phyllis Kruell from Asbury UMC.  

“Witness begins with our own experiences. Share your witness where you are!”  

                                                         — Pastor Brian 

mailto:koracavanaugh@hotmail.com
mailto:barbara.lammi@gmail.com
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MOVING BACK TO THE ORANGE PHASE OF THE RE-GATHERING PLAN . . . 
On Tuesday, Oct. 27, Bishop Bruce R. Ough turned the dial on the Minnesota Conference's Phased 
Re-Gathering Plan for Churches from yellow to orange. Below is a letter he sent to Minnesota United 
Methodists explaining the reason for the change: 

 
CBS News reported “There are new signs that the nation’s 
months-long battle against the coronavirus is moving in  
a dangerous direction. There were more than 83,000  
confirmed cases reported marking a new record high for  
a single day in the country. The outbreak is also more  
widespread. The latest surge is pushing the number of  
infections to more than 8.4 million and increasing the death 
toll past 223,000 according to Johns Hopkins University. 

Forty-one states reported an increase in average new cases. Fifteen states also showed record  
hospitalization, indicating more precautions are needed—fast.” 
 
Meanwhile, the Minnesota Department of Health reported these statistics and recommendations to 
the religious community recently: 
 
• There have been more than 1,000 cases a day in Minnesota in recent days—representing the most 
widespread community spread since the start of the pandemic. 
  
• A look at how the spread has increased in Minnesota over just the past few weeks (the numbers 
listed are cumulative since the start of the pandemic): 
 

                                                     Three weeks ago            Last week 
Cases associated with wedding 365 570 
Outbreaks associated with wedding 41 62 
Cases associated with a funeral  124 136 
Outbreaks associated with a funeral 18 20 
Cases associated with worship 105 121 
Faith community outbreaks 18 20 
 
• If 100 people come to in-person worship, statistically at least six are going to be infectious right 
now. The advice given by a state epidemiologist: Meet virtually instead of in-person. 
  
• The current rate of community spread is 37.6 percent. (A rate of 20 percent or more signifies  
caution. A rate of 30 percent or more is considered high-risk.) 
  
• Someone asked the question: Where are we in terms of red light, yellow light, green light in terms 
of how we should act? The response from a state epidemiologist: Dark orange. 
  
The next six to 12 weeks will be critical, according to Dr. Michael Osterholm, director of the Center 
for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota and one of the nation’s 
leading infectious disease experts. 
 
For all these reasons, we are turning the dial on our phased re-gathering plan back to orange. 
Doing no harm, acting for the common good, and protecting the most vulnerable among us is how 
we love our neighbor. What this means: I’m asking you to limit your in-person gatherings to 10  
people or fewer while wearing masks and maintaining social distancing. Group gatherings have 
been the most significant source of the spread of COVID-19 in recent weeks. We have the power to 
help change the trajectory of this pandemic. 
  

Yes, the orange phase is more restrictive than what the governor’s office currently allows. I under-

Continued on next page . . . 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmnumc-email.brtapp.com%2F!CRxr6Bz3P-24yGiAztSbxRHlsPPoZVvraVkQR3wl0oFTvHK3dyA4gvTASj2otek-hpcq671nCIpQ7aMKMeaOYQ&data=04%7C01%7Cchrista.meland%40minnesotaumc.org%7C857ab4d189ea48f691b608d87a784
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 

 Prayers for grace, protection and care for everyone affected by COVID-19, for those recovering 
and comfort for those who have lost loved ones to the virus. 

 Prayers as most area schools are re-configuring their school year, many switching to distance 
learning- for the teachers, students and parents. 

 Prayers for this past week and starting to feel some relief from the election and dealing with the 
outcomes. 

 Prayers for our veterans this week and the sacrifices they have made for our country. We  
celebrate Veteran’s Day on Wednesday, November 11. 

 Prayers for continued safety for our hunters for the next two weeks. 

 A joy to have had the beautiful weather this past week! 
 

Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  
Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  

If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  
Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you in church! and till then  … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

stand the challenge this places on our churches, but given all the data before us, I believe this is the 
most prudent course of action.  
 
At a very minimum, I request you adhere to the governor’s guidelines and closely watch the data in 
your community. If your school district is not holding in-person classes, then the church probably 
should not be having in-person worship either. This link, https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/
coronavirus/stats/wschool.pdf, always has the latest county-by-county 14-day case numbers, along 
with associated recommendations for school districts. It’s a good tool for us to use to help guide our 
decision-making.  
 
We trust you to make decisions, in consultation with local officials, that will protect the vulnerable, 
our neighbors, and each other and still provide meaningful spiritual leadership to your community. 
Thank you for the creative, adaptive spirit you bring to our common work of healing a broken world in 
these critical days. 
  
Remember, the church is not closed! We will continue to be creative in how we minister in these  
unprecedented times and together we can make it through this pandemic. (Check out this link, 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/advent-and-christmas-resources, for some Advent and Christmas 
ideas and resources).  
 
Our actions now will save lives. And isn’t that the business we are ultimately in? Salvation—life for 
all people! 
 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
Resident Bishop 
Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United Methodist Church  

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net

