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Committed To Christ: Giving 
 
1 Thessalonians: 

1
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 

need to have anything written to you. 
2
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. 
3
When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction 

will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 
4
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 

5
for you are all chil-

dren of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
6
So then, let us not fall 

asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 
7
for those who sleep sleep at night, and 

those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
8
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 

the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9
For God has destined us 

not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10

who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 

11
Therefore encourage one another and build 

up each other, as indeed you are doing.  
 

T 
his week, we are wrapping up our worship series and Stewardship campaign featuring the 
five vows of membership. I’ve enjoyed considering how we Pray, are Present with one  
another, share our Gifts with one another, Serve among and with one another and Witness 
to God’s love and the love in our congregation to others. While these promises have been 

part of healthy congregational life, considering each of the expressions by itself has helped us think 
about what a vital congregation looks like even in the midst of a season of change. 
 

Let me provide an example. This Sunday, we continued exploring our very new attempt at radio 
broadcast worship. I was excited the congregation was texting in during worship; it felt like people 
were interacting in a way I’ve longed for since our worship has changed. Then I got a phone call.  
My children made motions for me to calm down, but the idea of another in the congregation being  
Present WITH US in the Pulpit/Sound Booth during worship got me giddy. “Hello. This is Brian. What 
do you want to share with the congregation?” There was silence. “Hello? This is Pastor Brian. Are 
you there?” A startled voice from Watertown, WI said, “I’m sorry. I definitely have the wrong number.” 
 
My phone almost never rings Sunday mornings; never in my dreams would I have imagined the 
phone would buzz, let alone from a regionally appropriate number, right after inviting texts or calls for 
checking in and prayer concerns. Yet it happened. My kids sitting beside me enjoyed watching my 
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shock and I hope those in the cars had a laugh. For some reason, even the wrong number felt right 
as we all were present for the pastor’s unintentional prank call. Does God have a sense of humor?  
I think so. 
 
So this Sunday we attended church in vehicles and I preached from behind a second-floor glass  
window, which was never a congregational goal of mine. But if we are considering ways we are 
keeping our pledge to show up, share and be present to one another, then “YES”, worshipping with 
one another - whatever the form - can be seen as both keeping a promise and reaching for Godly 
goals.  And sharing a laugh is just a bonus of God’s joy in the midst of our vows.   
 
Not all parts of congregational life produce such immediate expressions of joy, but I do believe our 
commitments to God and one another will produce laughter AND joy AND grace AND growth AND 
spiritual strength AND so many other good things for us and our congregation. So please, consider 
how you might pledge to sustain this particular community of faith with Prayers, Presence, Gifts,  
Service and Witness so that others might see Christ present in us and maybe some laughter as well. 
 
Peace to you, 
 
Pastor Brian 
 


