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Committed To Christ: Witness 
 
Psalm 78: 

1 
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2
 I 

will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3
 things that we have heard and 

known, that our ancestors have told us. 
4
 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the 

coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 

 

“E 
vangelism” — Not gonna lie, this is not my favorite word in the Christian lexicon. While 

the Greek word simply means to share the Good News, we Americans have had a 

whole lot of expressions of Evangelism, and not all (or many) are okay. 

And yet, the need to share good news and Good News is as important as ever in this 
age. One of the meanings of Evangelism is to be an enthusiastic advocate. I feel like 

we CAN be enthusiastic advocates of a lot of things our congregation participates in, and that is what 
I hope we might focus on today. 
 
What does our congregation do that gets you excited? In my very brief time with you, I’ve noticed a 
few key expressions from Northwood UMC that I would happily share with others. 
 
First, you are willing to take a chance. Last year, you took a chance on a Southern-speaking  
pastor and family to serve you and our community. This year, you took a chance on a young woman 
in our community starting a new childcare agency in our building. Among these behaviors, you  
started a Parents In Education (PIE) ministry AND also supported the PIE giving meals to teachers. 
That is as high-a-risk threshold as I have ever seen from a congregation. 
 
Second, Northwood UMC expresses diversity. While it might not be tons, our spiritual diversity, 
ethnic diversity and age diversity puts us in the 5% or less of most UM congregations. I didn’t even 
mention political diversity, but a variety of expressions also exist in our congregation. Not only is this 
allowed, but it is permitted with grace and some encouragement. We are not out seeking ways to 
disagree with one another, but the value of diverse perspectives and living expressions is a special 
part of Northwood.   
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Third, Northwood UMC is full of commitment. Several weeks ago during Laity Sunday, Ted  
Lammi expressed some nervousness around our congregational giving at the beginning of the  
pandemic.  What he found instead was a church that was strong on its feet and continuing the  
practice of supporting commitments. Not only that, but Northwood has been an early adopter of  
staying safe with outdoor worship and being present to one another. We may not always get every-
thing right, but the congregation keeps their commitment to being present to one another. It shows! 
 
There are many other commendable traits in full view at Northwood UMC, and more to discover and 
grow, I’m sure. But my version of Evangelism or Witness is not to speak beyond what I know or have 
experienced or believe. But there are many who I think would find a special home for their heart at 
Northwood, and it is my incredible gift to share this heart-full place with them. Not everyone will find 
it a fit, and that is okay. Because some will hear my expression of advocacy for the Jesus living in 
‘y’all’ at Northwood and they’ll want to see it for themselves. And that is just the type of Witness we 
need in today’s world. 
 
Peace to you, 
 
Pastor Brian 
 


