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Remembering the SERVICE Offered In Jesus’ Name 
 
Corinthians:  My fellow believers, I don’t want you to be confused about spiritual realities. It is the 
same Holy Spirit who continues to distribute many different varieties of gifts. The Lord Yahweh is 
one, and he is the one who apportions to believers different varieties of ministries. The same God 
distributes different kinds of miracles that accomplish different results through each believer’s gift 
and ministry as he energizes and activates them. Each believer is given continuous revelation by the 
Holy Spirit to benefit not just himself but all. 
 

T 
his week in our services, we are exploring two  
specific themes. One is the celebration of All 
Saints, which is the honoring of people from our 
congregation, families and community that have 

passed on to the Church Triumphant. Making up half of the 
communion of saints, the Church Triumphant represents 
the efforts and expressions of faith that brought you and me 
to live our faith today. And we (all of us part of the living 
Church) make up the Church Militant, those who are  
actively serving as Christ’s Body on earth. 
 

We followers of Christ celebrate All Saints every year on 
the first Sunday in November. As you might imagine, our surrounding culture picked up on this  
veneration of the dead and created an All Saints- (or Hallows-) Eve which we know as Halloween. 
Halloween sometimes celebrates the darker side of death which All-Saints misses. It tends to  
mphasize those who don’t die “well” or with settled souls. It is less about spiritual riches and more 
about immediate ‘sweet’ rewards and it allows us to have some fun instead of being somber and 
holding the sacred center. 
 
Yet I would offer that the complete expression of All-Hallow’s Eve and All Saints Day is not about the 
veneration of the dead or finding ways for us to make light of death’s spectre. Instead, we are invited 
to remember the work done - the SERVICE offered in Jesus’ name - that sustains you and me today.  
Many of the saints we’ll name on Sunday helped build faith AND passed out candy. Many of the 
saints decorated congregational spaces and helped carve pumpkins. I don’t see this behavior as an 
either or expression but a ‘both/and’. We who are the modern church (the Church Militant) are invited 
by those who went before to find ways to serve in Christ’ name ALL THE WAYS WE LIVE; inside 
and outside the church walls. 
 
This type of Service - living our faith - will be the other theme for Sunday’s worship. I hope you’ll  
participate in our worship, be it online or in the back parking lot - with expectant hearts and thankful 
spirits. We are haunted in the best of ways by the lives lived before us and their continuing encour-
agement to live, as they did, in service of Jesus to those around us today. Thanks be to God. 
 
With thanks, 
 
Pastor Brian 
 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 


