
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of October 19 to October 25, 2020 

 

Sharing Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and Witness  
 
Acts 20:35 
35

 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remember-
ing the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
7
 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
Dear Family of Northwood, 
 

W 
e are beginning this year’s stewardship campaign in unusual fashion. Unlike years past, 
where the Finance/Stewardship chair shares testimony and people are encouraged to 
give from the pews, our pews this year have been chairs at home, lawn chairs in the 
Northwood parking lot, and video screens. Our Stewardship Chair gave a great witness 

last week, using his tractor, yard, firewood, and apple tree to illustrate the giving of ‘gifts’.  However, 
he wasn’t talking about financial gifts, but the spiritual gifts of all Christians working for God’s  
purpose. Not the normal stewardship season, right? 

 
There is much I have resisted in this season of change, and some I’m not done resisting either.  
This I know. But in the midst of this change-full season, there is an invitation to take that which is  
abnormal and let it be used for God’s purposes. Are there habits we accumulated that need  
reconsideration? Are there things we’ve neglected God wishes to grow or let shine forth? Can the 
unusual be used for God’s glory? I know the answer to this, as well. For this is the story of both our 
Savior and the Church: “The stone the builder rejected has become the Cornerstone.” 
 
This year has clarified for me like no other the work of the Church. I am committed to seeing our 
community of faith grow in ways that bring us closer to one another as well as our immediate  
community. To find ways where our interdependence as Christ’ body expresses the wholeness of 
God’s love. To tell our community that we are an imperfect people pledging to follow the One who 
corrects and perfects all things. This expression does not happen in a vacuum. 
 
The historic pledges of membership in our congregation and in other UM churches is “Will you  
promise to support the church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your 
witness?” In the past, maybe we’ve glossed too heavily over some of these while depending on  
others well beyond their intent. But in such an unusual year as this, what if we take advantage of 
God’s involvement in our congregation and our hearts to search for new expression and commitment 
filling all of these spiritual vows? This week, I’ll have the privilege of naming for you the ways I have 
seen ordinary financial gifts become extraordinary means of God’s love. What would it mean to let 
God grow each of us to find new ways of giving through these classic pledges of membership?  
What does it mean to share Prayers, Presence, Gifts (spiritual and financial), Service and Witness in 
times such as these? 
 
Rest with the question, then seek God for the answers. It is a peculiar time. God is with us in it.   
 
With grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Brian 
 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 


