
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of July 20 to July 26 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.  

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

Sunday, July 26 ~ Facebook or YouTube Live Worship service 
at 9:00 am. Links to view the video will be emailed out prior to  
Sunday. The link will also be on Northwood UMC’s website at 
www.northwoodesko.com No parking lot service. 
 All online worship services dating back to March 22, 2020 
may be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United
-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ or on the  
Worship page at Northwood’s newly updated website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

CHECKING IN . . . 
Where have you See God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by calling Pastor Brian at  
828-434-6995 or emailing bcornell@wnccumc.net 
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, please 
email to Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or  
Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

SHOUT OUTS FOR . . . 

 Phyllis Kruell and Debbie Merrick from Asbury UMC for  
providing the special music “Love Can Build a Bridge” for our 
online worship on Sunday, July 19.   

VIDEOS NEEDED . . .  
The worship team is looking for videos or a collage of pictures about  
3 minutes in length to be played as a backdrop for Sunday’s Special  
Music each week. Nature videos would be most appropriate. If you have a 
good eye and camera, please e-mail your result to Pastor Brian at  
bcornell@wnccumc.net 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 

The tea light candles we light on the altar each 
Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to 
the military service personnel and their fami-
lies within our congregation. Especially Gavin 
Day stationed in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew 
of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day, 
and Alex Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 
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What Does the Kingdom of Heaven Look Like For You? 
 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 

3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually. 

5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgements he has uttered, 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

7 He is the Lord our God; his judgements are in all the earth. 
8 He is mindful of his covenant for ever, of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 

9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, 
10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11 saying, ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.’ Praise the Lord! 
— Psalm 105:1-11 

 

31 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed  
that someone took and sowed in his field;  

32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs  
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’ 

33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took  
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 

44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;  
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;  
46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;  
48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  
49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous  

50
and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’  
52And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  
— Matthew 13:31-33, 44-51 

 

W 
 e are continuing our discussion about Jesus’ understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven  
throughout Matthew this week, and it made me wonder, “How have you viewed the Kingdom of 
Heaven?” For some of us, it is answered in how we see those we 
know or love passing from this world to the next. Thus the Kingdom  

of Heaven is that place we go to or enter when we die. 
 

Others, including some of the very oldest witnesses of faith, considered the King-
dom of Heaven to be an environment we enter into when we are baptized. Thus, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is a set of values, practices and beliefs that we hold in the 
life of faith, and made full or perfect when we pass away fully. 
 

Finally, there are modern scholars as well as ancient mystics who considered the 
Kingdom of God to be both a mindset but also a mystical realm that might come 
near even without expectation or preparation. In this way, we become aware of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but it then is all around us and we can practice seeing it for 
what it is, but without God’s help, it might go unnoticed. 
 

What do you think the Kingdom of God looks like? One of these? Some mixture of two, or maybe even all 
three?  Maybe you really haven’t thought about it? 
 

Certainly, at times, I’ve thought about Jesus’s teachings around the Kingdom of Heaven. But these last two 
weeks, I have thought more than a little about my mortality. And the question I kept coming back to was if I  

Continued on next page… 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 

 Continuing prayers for everyone and all circumstances being  
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Prayers for justice and ways forward. 

 Prayers for Shirley Fahrenholz as she continues to recover from her 
recent heart surgery. She says she is doing very well and in good spirits. Shirley should be  
discharged from rehab this week and is looking forward to going home  

 Prayers for the health of the Cornell family. 

 Prayers for safety of all the participants of Youth camps this summer.  
 

Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  

If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you virtually and until we meet again … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

Self-Guided Garden Tour/Continental Breakfast To Go 
Norton Park UMC, 436 North 79th Ave. West, Duluth, is hosting the Western Garden Tour & Continental 
Breakfast To Go on Saturday, August 8, 2020. There are no presale tickets -- $10.00 payable on August 8 
only. This is a rain or shine event! 
 Gather in the church parking lot (stay in your car) from 9:00 to 10:00 am to obtain your wrist bands, 
map and enjoy a continental breakfast to go. Everything will be brought to your car. Garden and ceramic 
items will be available for sale. The self-guided tour starts at 9:00 am and goes to 1:30 pm. Masks and social 
distancing are strongly encouraged. For more information, contact Kathy Moland at 218 590-1964. 

“The Holy Spirit does not need  

our permission to work!” 

                                         Amanda Zbacnik    

were to pass away now, would my children still know the Kingdom is near? Would they approach it? Would 
they find ways to participate in it, even if I’m not leading them? 
 
I’ll admit, this type of thinking isn’t for every day as it is strong and serious and sobering and a bit dire. But all 
the thought and belief I have in God’s Kingdom doesn’t make a whit of difference if I haven’t lived and guided 
in such a way that others know of the Kingdom and their very obvious place within it as well. 
 
So, if you’ll permit me, share this question with me? What does the Kingdom of Heaven look like for you? 
 
Finally, I have a second follow-up question. If you have an idea of what the Kingdom of Heaven looks like for 
you, what needs to happen so that you can invite others? 
 
As we consider restarting in the most unusual of times, I would love to ask our congregation to ask these two 
questions going forward and then ask God’s inspiration in helping us decide what needs to happen so that we 
CAN invite others into God’s Kingdom. I believe God wants us to enter. How might we share it? 
 
Peace to you all in the days ahead. 
 
Pastor Brian 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net

