
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of June 1 to June 7 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.   

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
Sunday, June 7 ~ Facebook Live Worship service at  
9:00 am. A link to view the video will be emailed out prior to  
Sunday. The link will also be on Northwood UMC’s website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 
 All online worship services dating back to March 22, 2020 
may be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-
United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ or on 
the Worship page at Northwood’s newly updated website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

 
Wednesday, June 10 ~ Administrative Council Meeting at 
Northwood at 7:00 pm. We don’t know if we will be meeting 
inside or outside yet so please come prepared by bringing a 
lawn chair. In either case, please wear a mask!  
 
Tuesday, June 23 ~ Virtual Worship Meeting at 7:00 pm. 
The link to the meeting will be sent.  

CONGRATS GRADS . . . 
Congratulations to Aubrey Compo and  
Isabelle Propp on their “official”graduation 
from Esko High School and to to Emma 
Propp on her graduation from Hamline  
University.  

VIDEOS NEEDED . . .  
The worship team is looking for videos to be 
played as a backdrop for Sunday’s special 
music each week. The video should be 
about 3 to 4 minutes in length. Nature videos 
would be most welcome. If you have a good 
eye and camera, please e-mail your result to  
Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
http://www.northwood
mailto:shirleybob15@gmail.com
mailto:annonpond@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
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Caring For All Creation 
 

Psalm 8 
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2   Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,  

to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; 

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals, that you care for them? 
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honour. 

6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

R 
emember that time Jesus got in trouble with religious leaders for healing on the Sabbath? It hap-
pened in the book of Luke, chapter 13, verses 10-17. When the religious leaders took Jesus to task 
over it, he called them hypocrites and then reminded them (and all listening) that if one of their work 
animals was suffering at any time, they would save or rescue it.  So why not a woman?  So why not 

a human who is suffering? 
 
And so we turn to our situation today, where our classical worship and reading of scripture would remind us to 
care for all creation. And if this was a normal Sunday, I would probably have passionately preached that 
God’s creation (including us) are worthy and needful of our continued protection, support, and activism to en-
sure these treasures be passed to God’s future children. 
 
But these are not typical days.  And I would be remiss to read these scriptures for creation first if I didn’t name 
that our larger society has been taken to task by Jesus.   
 
We should always be involved in creation care. Caring for our world is caring for our sister and brother, neigh-
bor and alien alike. But this year, in particular, we find ourselves caught like the Pharisees and other religious 
leaders, having said that certain humans in our communities should be treated with less respect and care 
than our own pets and livestock. And so we’ve had to be reminded that BLACK LIVES MATTER and our sys-
tems of care were mal-created to omit people Jesus called our neighbor and God calls fellow children.   
 
I cannot offer direction on creation care if it doesn’t include awareness of the suffering experienced by others 
in our communities. And while the woman of Jesus’ time was crippled with an ill spirit for 18 years, how long 
then have our own sisters and brothers suffered while being overlooked by our practices and behaviors? 
 
This week, will you please pray with me for direction in our congregational leadership for the ONE STEP we 
can take as a congregation to learn or practice better behavior towards our brothers and sisters who are cry-
ing out. Jesus noticed them and put them above the things that make our jobs and regular lives go forward.  
Let us copy his own actions with our own and notice and respond to the lives of people of color around us.  
Please join me in this prayer each day for a week. 

 
Lord, help us care for ALL of your Creation.   

Help us to notice your incredible expression of creative love  
that puts hearts and blood in all types and colors and expressions of people around us.   

Lead us and our congregational leadership this week in noticing the needs of others,  
especially those we’ve learned to overlook.   

Help move our hearts and bodies to practices leading us closer to  
brothers and sisters who have suffered from neglect,  

especially in our larger family of many colors. We beg this in your name, Amen. 
 
Pastor Brian 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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A LETTER FROM BISHOP OUGH . . . 
 

Dear United Methodists: 
It is Pentecost Sunday, and the Twin Cities and America burn. It is the birthday of 
the Church, and the Twin Cities and America smolder with horror, anger, and right-
eous outrage at the killing of George Floyd at the knee of a Minneapolis police of-
ficer. Tomorrow we enter the Season after Pentecost, and African-Americans in 
the Twin Cities and across America are still gasping for breath. 
  
As persons of faith, we are people of breath. God called us into being and created 
our shared humanity by breathing the breath of life into us. As followers of Jesus, 
we are people of rauch — the breath of God — that blew like a fierce wind and 
filled the disciples with the Holy Spirit. As Pentecost people, this same Spirit com-
pels us (and will guide us, if we listen) to protect the breath of every child of God. 
  
Dr. Martin Luther King astutely observed that “a riot is the language of the un-
heard.” Throughout our country’s history, subjugated, displaced, and unrepresent-
ed people have resorted to protests and riots to be heard and to compel national governments, state authori-
ties, and community leaders to act. I do not want to be misunderstood. I am not advocating or justifying burn-
ing, looting, or anarchy. I am not advocating or justifying destroying the very businesses that provide the liveli-
hood of and serve predominantly black and brown communities. I condemn the outside agitators and anar-
chists who are exploiting the situation and do not care for or honor the message intended by the protesters. I 
join the many faith leaders who are urging peaceful protests and honoring curfews designed to curtail sense-
less violence and destruction. 
  
But I do want us, particularly those of us who are the beneficiaries of white privilege, to understand that our 
African-American sisters and brothers are gasping for breath. For 400 years, through slavery, lynching, apart-
heid (Jim Crow), the civil rights movement, institutionalized racism, and long-delayed police reform, the Afri-
can-American community has been crying out, “I can’t breathe.” And yet, the knee of oppression, white su-
premacy, and inaction remains. If we see only riots and protests, we are not looking close enough. People of 
color and many others who have been left out and left behind are gasping for the oxygen of freedom. They 
are gasping for the oxygen of economic opportunity. They are gasping for the oxygen of equal justice. 
  
I am convicted by the words of Edwin Hatch’s nineteenth century hymn (#420, The United Methodist Hymnal): 

 
“Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost do,and do what those wouldst do.” 

 
In this season of Pentecost, I pray that we will be a people filled with new life, loving as God loves and doing 
what God would have us do to make the kingdom in heaven come on earth. Let us join others of faith in giv-
ing breath and voice to the cries for justice. Let us join hands in cleaning our streets and making them safe 
and secure. Let us work, tirelessly and without delay, to change our culture of institutionalized racism to a cul-
ture of the Beloved Community. Let us not lapse into “normalcy,” but insist on reforming the culture of policing 
from one of waging war to one of being guardians of every person’s rights and dignity. Let us refute the pur-
veyors of division and discrimination and embrace the peacemakers. Let us address the underlying sources 
of despair and broken trust that stoke the fires of rage and riot. 
  
In this season of Pentecost, I urge us to continue to pray for the family of George Floyd and all those whose 
lives and livelihoods have been damaged by the burning and looting. Pray that the breath of God will fill us 
and our country with life anew. Pray that we will become the nation we claim to be and protect the breath of 
every citizen and sojourner. Pray that the breath of God will reign in our hearts, our churches, and our com-
munities. 

 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
Resident Bishop, Dakotas-Minnesota Area 
The United Methodist Church 
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It’s summer and the lawn needs mowing!   
Contact Gary Sather at 879-0041  

to have your name added to the mowing schedule! 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the  
military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed 
in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day,  
Kevin Jensen, cousin to Daisy Rose and Holly Compo, deployed to Japan and Alex Lammi serving 
in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

CHILDCARE SERVICES OUTREACH UPDATE . . . 
Northwood UMC’s Administrative Ministry Council met last week in 
a special session to prayerfully reflect on what it means for our 
church to birth start-up Childcare services at Northwood. This min-
istry can significantly impact a great number of people in our com-
munity. It will also affect the use of our building through the week, 
including changes to upstairs and downstairs environments in or-
der to allow the state to qualify our building as suitable for infant 
and children’s childcare and afterschool work. 
 As a congregation, we recognize the call of Jesus in this  
outreach. Care of children has long been an essential expression of Northwood. We are also  
sensitive to the needs of our larger community; hearing for some time that Childcare services are an 
essential need for our families.  
 This undertaking has not been without some careful reservations and concerns. We have 
worked to ensure our building is fully available for Sunday services and Sunday school. We want our 
space to be kept up for other ministries and concerns. We also want to make an investment in our 
own finances in ways that support our facilities beyond the Childcare’s daily needs or even our own 
current expressions. 
 We have agreed to move forward with this relationship and will meet again soon to work out 
the final proposal and a contract between Northwood UMC and Amanda Groth’s brand new and 
prayer-led Childcare environment. May God continue to lead as we seek to serve the community 
around us.                                                                                                    — Pastor Brian 

SHOUT OUTS TO . . . 

  The “three-church” worship team led by Pastors Brian and Katherine Cornell. Everyone works in 
a cooperative spirit and are doing a fabulous job pulling together our online worship experience 
each Sunday.  

BUDDY PHONE . . . 
Remember to use Buddy Phone to reach out to neighbors and 

friends. If they don’t have Facebook you can hold the phone near 

your viewing device so they can hear the Sunday worship.  

Or just call to say hello! 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED . . . 
Northwood UMC has received a request for volunteers to join the  
Carlton County Public Health and Human Services COVID-19  
Incident Response Team. 
 With an infectious disease pandemic, one of the agency’s roles  
is to provide essential services – like food, medications, or shelter (for 
unsheltered) – for anyone who is sick with COVID-19 and in isolation. 
This important service provides help to those who are sick and also 
helps to contain the spread of the disease. Duties may include: picking 
up and delivering food or medications to someone in isolation,  
monitoring the safety of someone in the agency’s designated shelter,  
or assisting with other essential service requests. Little to no direct  
contact would take place with an ill person – if contact was necessary  
to carry out the service, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) would be 
provided. 
 Anyone interested in providing volunteer support, please contact 
Josh Hagen, Liaison Officer, at 218-451-6517 or josh.hagen@co.carlton.mn.us. 
 A few steps would be necessary to complete the registration process: Register with MN  
Responds at https://www.mnresponds.org/ to be able to volunteer with Carlton County. MN  
Responds is a statewide volunteer database that registers community volunteers to be deployed 
during an emergency incident. 
 Provide name and birth date, along with consent, to run a background check through  
Carlton County. Provide your eligibility for days/times you can volunteer – and the best 24/7 contact 
information to reach you (most likely you will not be contacted between the hours of 8:00 pm and 
8:00 am). 
 For more information, contact: Ali Mueller, Carlton County Public Health and Human  
Services, 218-878-2858 or ali.mueller@co.carlton.mn.us 

ODE TO AUBREY JO . . . 
 

Our baby girl is graduating, we were planning a big “to-do.”  
But Coronavirus had other plans — so what are we to do?  

 

We want to celebrate her success and we’ve brainstormed night and day.  
Our final answer is to keep our original date — it is the best way!  

 

Please swing by the Compo Ranch  
and be as creative as you choose.  

Honk, say “Hi” and wave! We will send you  
on your way with dinner . . . You can’t lose!  

 

And if you feel safe enough, you are welcome to stick around! 
Though we could have postponed,  

our girl will soon be westbound (to U of MN/Morris that is!) 
 

Up to you, we understand — we would love to see you all.  
If this doesn’t work for you, maybe there is always a  

congratulatory text or call? (Aubrey: 218-461-5359) 
 

Please celebrate Aubrey’s graduation with us.  
Saturday, June 6, starting at 4:00 pm, 315 Compo Lane, Esko, MN 55733. 

 

We pray you are safe and healthy and enjoying the warmer weather!  
 

                                                                                                                       — Tony & Holly Compo 

mailto:josh.hagen@co.carlton.mn.us
https://www.mnresponds.org/
mailto:ali.mueller@co.carlton.mn.us
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 
Prayer Requests related to COVID-19: 

 Prayers of wisdom for our leaders as they continue to  
safely navigate us through this COVID-19 pandemic  
especially as we begin “to turn the dial up” in re-opening  
our economy. 

 Prayers for those who have contracted COVID-19 and/or 
have passed away due to COVID-19 complications. 

 Prayers for businesses that continue to struggle and for those who have  
had their jobs eliminated or hours reduced. 

 Prayers for all healthcare workers and essential workers including those workers in our food prep 
facilities, food delivery people, grocery store workers, truck drivers. 

 Prayers of gratefulness for all who are sewing masks. 

 Prayers for our police, fire fighters, EMTs and first responders. 
 

Other Prayer Requests  

 Prayers for Bonny Propp and family in the passing of Bonny's mother, Kay Ann Bissell. 

 Prayers for the conflicts and challenges that are currently happening as the result of the death of 
George Floyd.  

 Prayers for safe travel for Ted to get home safely from the Twin Cities. 

 Prayers for safe travel for Ann as she travels to the Mayo Clinic.  
 

Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you virtually and until we meet again … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

Where have you See God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by calling Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995 or emailing 
bcornell@wnccumc.net 
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, please email to 
Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net

