
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of May 25 to May 31 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.   

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
Sunday, May 31 ~ Facebook Live Worship service at  
9:00 am. A link to view the video will be emailed out prior to  
Sunday. The link will also be on Northwood UMC’s website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 
 All online worship services dating back to March 22, 2020 
may be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-
United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ or on 
the Worship page at Northwood’s newly updated website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

CHILDCARE SERVICES OUTREACH UPDATE . . . 
Northwood UMC’s Administrative Ministry Council met last week in 
a special session to prayerfully reflect on what it means for our 
church to birth start-up Childcare services at Northwood. This  
ministry can significantly impact a great number of people in our 
community. It will also affect the use of our building through the 
week, including changes to upstairs and downstairs environments 
in order to allow the state to qualify our building as suitable for  
infant and children’s childcare and afterschool work. 
 As a congregation, we recognize the call of Jesus in this  
outreach. Care of children has long been an essential expression of 
Northwood. We are also sensitive to the needs of our larger  
community; hearing for some time that Childcare services are an 
essential need for our families.  
 This undertaking has not been without some careful  
reservations and concerns. We have worked to ensure our building 
is fully available for Sunday services and Sunday school. We want 
our space to be kept up for other ministries and concerns. We also 
want to make an investment in our own finances in ways that  
support our facilities beyond the Childcare’s daily needs or even our 
own current expressions. 
 We have agreed to move forward with this relationship and 
will meet again soon to work out the final proposal and a contract 
between Northwood UMC and Amanda Groth’s brand new and 
prayer-led Childcare environment. May God continue to lead as we 
seek to serve the community around us.  — Pastor Brian 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
http://www.northwood
mailto:shirleybob15@gmail.com
mailto:annonpond@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
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Longing To Communicate 
 

I 
 have gotten unnaturally happy recently talking to people. Last week on our walk, Katherine and  
I ran into not one but two neighbor groups on our walk. While staying at a respectful distance, we 
chatted happily about summer plans and our pets, the weather and staying healthy. When we 
were done talking, Katherine turned 

to me and said, “I really like them...who 
was that?”  I replied, “The lady and her 
husband whose dog Zeus chased away 
half a mile three weeks ago.” 
 
Isn’t it amazing how much we can long 
to communicate? That our longing and 
need can even bridge earlier transgres-
sions or limitations? Of course, not  
everyone has the same need to  
communicate or not even in the same 
way, but longing to be heard and  
understood is central to who we are as 
humans, let alone Christians. 
 
One of the great challenges and opportunities of this totally strange season is the ability to  
communicate. The ways we used to interact, which for almost all congregations used to center in 
Sunday morning worship, has been disrupted. Prayers, God sightings, announcements,  
opportunities for service, celebrations; all have been moved in strange ways to new expressions or 
worse, gone unexpressed.   
 
At the same time, we are finding that the disruption of our patterns are allowing some new ones to 
grow. We are learning new languages we never knew existed. If you had asked me about Zoom,  
Facebook Live, Microsoft Teams, Google Meet, BlueJeans, GoToMeetings or YouTube Premiere 
several months ago, you would have gotten a very blank stare from me. 
 
I am nowhere near naming the Pandemic as a blessing. It is a major pain in the backside. BUT... 
through God, all things are possible. I am reminded that the curse of Babylon was that humanity got 
too big for its britches and the different languages were named as a GIFT God offered to remind us 
to be humble. This action was reversed at Pentecost when all the disciples were given the gift of 
‘tongues’ or languages to gap the distance of miscommunication so others could hear the Good 
News. And what is the Good News? That we can be forgiven of sin, change our habits and turn  
towards God and God’s Kingdom. It results in us loving God and neighbor.   
 
So no, the Pandemic is not a blessing. It is part of the fruit of sin. Yet in seeing it through God’s eyes, 
we might yet embrace that God is doing a new thing in us. That we are being used for God’s own 
new kingdom — we are becoming a new creation. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Brian 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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Re-Gathering Plan for Churches Message from Bishop Ough 
 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough disseminated the following message to all  
Minnesota United Methodist congregations on May 22, 2020. 

 

G 
race and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
Across our nation, many states are allowing more businesses to open with strict  
guidelines to minimize the 

risk of the spread of COVID-19. In this 
extended pandemic season, we are 
now at a point where the responsibility 
has shifted from Gov. Walz mandating 
that we stay at home to each person 
and organization determining how to 
stay safe based on recommendations 
offered to us. 
 
Many congregations are already well 
on their way in developing plans to 
gradually return to in-person worship 
when it becomes safe to do so. It’s clear that our new normal for the foreseeable future will involve 
wearing masks, staying six feet apart, frequently washing our hands, sanitizing common spaces, 
and assessing our personal risk and vulnerabilities as we engage in our daily activities.  
 
What does all of this mean for our churches? Religious leaders in Minnesota, including myself,  
have been working with the governor’s office to develop specific guidelines to re-open our houses of  
worship in smart and safe ways. In the meantime, the Minnesota Conference has developed a 
Phased Re-Gathering Plan for Churches (please see more information on the plan at  
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan) based on the best information we have right now.  
I want to remind you that currently, groups of only 10 people or fewer are permitted to gather if each 
person maintains the proper distance. Drive-in worship services at which people remain their  
vehicles is also an option.  
 
I urge you to go slow and keep your focus on the health and safety of your congregation and  
neighbors. I believe we will need to let go of trying to determine a precise date when we will be able 
to fully return to public worship and recognize that we will instead need to be guided by a phased 
approach that unfolds over the course of the coming months as COVID-19 continues to impact our 
state and communities to varying degrees. 
 
I know how painful this is when we need each other more than ever and we long to see one another 
face-to-face. But as leaders of the church, we are called to care for the most vulnerable in our midst 
— and there is no way we can gather indoors, for an extended period of time, without exposing  
people in our communities to significant risk. What we know is that the virus is spread through the 
air, and we are contagious before we show symptoms.  
 
Gathering for celebrations such as weddings, funerals, corporate worship, and singing, are  
extremely high-risk activities. There have been several recent reports of congregations gathering for 
worship and then promptly closing after a coronavirus outbreak caused by an asymptomatic carrier. 
The stay-safe-at-home order might have been lifted, but the virus is still very much with us.  
 
Additionally, for most of our congregations, what is being offered online is of a higher quality than an 
in-person experience would be right now given the physical distancing requirements, restrictions on 
singing, recommendation to wear masks, and the need for careful cleaning between all activities. 

Continued on next page . . . 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan


 

Northwood Newsletter Week of May 25 to May 31 

It’s summer and the lawn needs mowing!   
Contact Gary Sather at 879-0041  

to have your name added to the mowing schedule! 

Imagine a sanctuary where every family is six feet apart. There is no congregational singing. There 
are no hugs or handshakes. There is no mingling or fellowship time. The very things that people are 
longing for in gathering are too risky at this time. Many of our congregants, particularly the elderly, 
will be unlikely to accept the risks associated with in-person gatherings week after week if what they 
can experience at home is closer to the worship service they know and love. 
 
I have heard the concerns. What about the church down the road that is open when we are not? 
Why can people shop at Walmart and Home Depot but not come to church? Of course, being the 
church matters. But we are called to act not out of fear or competition or economic uncertainties but 
out of love and care for the whole. There is nothing stopping us from being the church we are called 
to be right now, in this moment, and we can do it in a way that ensures the safety of our people. 
 
So, my friends, I ask you to keep on keeping on. Continue to innovate and seek new methods to 
help your congregation grow as disciples and serve your community. Invest in online worship and 
plan to make it an extension of your church even after we can resume in-person gatherings. Take 
advantage of these summer months by having some 10-person gatherings outdoors while wearing 
masks and staying six feet apart, or by inviting people to drive-in worship. Plan to not return to  
in-person worship until the risk of infection is low and in adherence with all state guidelines. Keep 
developing and refining your congregation’s plans for re-gathering based on our Phased  
Re-Gathering Plan for Churches. Continue to encourage and engage in extravagant generosity 
because we are open for business, and your support is essential to our mission of making disciples 
of Jesus for the transformation of the world. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and the tremendous ways you are adapting in this most challenging 
time. I know how difficult and exhausting it is to live and lead in this time of uncertainty. And yet, we 
do not do this by our own strength. We are held up by the power of the Holy Spirit, and I have every 
confidence that God will continue to lead us forward into a future with hope. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
Resident Bishop, Dakotas-Minnesota Area 
The United Methodist Church 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the  
military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed 
in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day,  
Kevin Jensen, cousin to Daisy Rose and Holly Compo, deployed to Japan and Alex Lammi serving 
in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED . . . 
Northwood UMC has received a request for volunteers to join the  
Carlton County Public Health and Human Services COVID-19  
Incident Response Team. 
 With an infectious disease pandemic, one of the agency’s roles  
is to provide essential services – like food, medications, or shelter (for 
unsheltered) – for anyone who is sick with COVID-19 and in isolation. 
This important service provides help to those who are sick and also 
helps to contain the spread of the disease. Duties may include: picking 
up and delivering food or medications to someone in isolation,  
monitoring the safety of someone in the agency’s designated shelter,  
or assisting with other essential service requests. Little to no direct  
contact would take place with an ill person – if contact was necessary  
to carry out the service, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) would be 
provided. 
 Anyone interested in providing volunteer support, please contact 
Josh Hagen, Liaison Officer, at 218-451-6517 or josh.hagen@co.carlton.mn.us. 
 A few steps would be necessary to complete the registration process: Register with MN  
Responds at https://www.mnresponds.org/ to be able to volunteer with Carlton County. MN  
Responds is a statewide volunteer database that registers community volunteers to be deployed 
during an emergency incident. 
 Provide name and birth date, along with consent, to run a background check through  
Carlton County. Provide your eligibility for days/times you can volunteer – and the best 24/7 contact 
information to reach you (most likely you will not be contacted between the hours of 8:00 pm and 
8:00 am). 
 For more information, contact: Ali Mueller, Carlton County Public Health and Human  
Services, 218-878-2858 or ali.mueller@co.carlton.mn.us 

ODE TO AUBREY JO . . . 
 

Our baby girl is graduating, we were planning a big “to-do.”  
But Coronavirus had other plans — so what are we to do?  

 

We want to celebrate her success and we’ve brainstormed night and day.  
Our final answer is to keep our original date — it is the best way!  

 

Please swing by the Compo Ranch  
and be as creative as you choose.  

Honk, say “Hi” and wave! We will send you  
on your way with dinner . . . You can’t lose!  

 

And if you feel safe enough, you are welcome to stick around! 
Though we could have postponed,  

our girl will soon be westbound (to U of MN/Morris that is!) 
 

Up to you, we understand — we would love to see you all.  
If this doesn’t work for you, maybe there is always a  
congratulatory text or call? (Aubrey: 218-461-5359) 

 

Please celebrate Aubrey’s graduation with us.  
Saturday, June 6, starting at 4:00 pm,  
315 Compo Lane, Esko, MN 55733. 

 

We pray you are safe and healthy  
and enjoying the warmer weather!  

 

                                                               — Tony & Holly Compo 

mailto:josh.hagen@co.carlton.mn.us
https://www.mnresponds.org/
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 
Prayer Requests related to COVID-19: 

 Prayers of wisdom for our leaders as they continue to  
safely navigate us through this COVID-19 pandemic espe-
cially as we begin the first steps in re-opening our economy. 

 Prayers for those who have contracted COVID-19 and/or 
have passed away due to COVID-19 complications. 

 Prayers for businesses that continue to struggle and for those who have  
had their jobs eliminated or hours reduced. 

 Prayers for all healthcare workers and essential workers. 

 Prayers of gratefulness for all who are sewing masks. 

 Prayers for all the workers in our food prep facilities, food delivery people,  
grocery store workers, truck drivers. 

 Prayers for our police, fire fighters, EMTs and first responders. 
 

Other Prayer Requests  

 A Prayer of Joy from Amanda for catching enough pan fish with her Dad to feed the whole family. 

 Prayers for Dennis Day, who will have angioplasty on Thursday morning.  

 Prayers of thankfulness from Jon Propp that Bonny is being allowed  
by the hospice caregivers to be with her Mom in person. 

 Prayers for Bobbie Moore, Shane’s mother, who is recovering from surgery 

 Prayers for Shane’s school for the loss of teacher and friend, Deb. 

 Prayers for Shane.  

 Memorial Day Prayers for those who served our country and for all veterans who have passed.  
“All gave some...some gave all.” 

 

Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you virtually and until we meet again … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

SHOUT OUTS TO . . . 

 Everyone who creates and participates in our beautiful online worship service each week!    

Where have you See God? Need God? Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
Please share your thoughts by calling Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995 or emailing 
bcornell@wnccumc.net 
 If you would like to share your thoughts in the newsletter, please email to 
Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

BUDDY PHONE . . . 
Remember to use Buddy Phone to reach out to neighbors and 

friends. If they don’t have Facebook you can hold the phone near 

your viewing device so they can hear the Sunday worship.  

Or just call to say hello! 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
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