
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of May 18 to May 24 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.   

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
Thursday, May 21 ~ Administrative Council Meeting to be 
held outdoors at Northwood UMC at 7:00 pm. Please bring a 
lawn chair and wear a face mask. 
 
Sunday, May 24 ~ Facebook Live Worship service at  
9:00 am. A link to view the video will be emailed out prior to  
Sunday. The link will also be on Northwood UMC’s website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 
 All online worship services dating back to March 22, 2020 
may be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-
United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ or on 
the Worship page at Northwood’s newly updated website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

 
Tuesday, May 26 ~ Virtual three-church worship meeting  
at 7:00 pm. 

                   Where have you See God? Need God?  
                                      Feel Joy? Feel Gratitude?  
                                   Please share your thoughts by calling  
                                            Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995 or  
                                            emailing bcornell@wnccumc.net  
                        If you would like to share your thoughts in 
                                          the newsletter, please email to  
                       Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or  
                                       Ann Butler at  annonpond@yahoo.com 
                                   

It’s summer and the lawn needs mowing!   
Contact Gary Sather at 879-0041  

to have your name added to the mowing schedule! 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
http://www.northwood
mailto:shirleybob15@gmail.com
mailto:annonpond@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/
mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net
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Let Us Pray 
 
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that  
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
46

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 

47
and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
48

You are witnesses of these things. 
49

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;  
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high. 
 
50

“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51

While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 

52
And they worshiped 

him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
53

and they were continually in the temple blessing 
God. — Luke 24:44-53  
 

I 
’m jealous of Jesus and the disciples today. And 
I’m not sure that’s ever been true before. Jesus 
didn’t have a perfect childhood. There was his 
‘mom traveling during delivery date’, ‘being born 

in a barn and manger’ things and then the ‘death 
warrant’ put out by the king. I was born in a hospital 
just a mile from my home and mom and dad got  
telegraphed congratulations (texting in the olden 
days) from friends and co-workers. 
 
Later, Jesus was boo’ed by his hometown crowd, 
found followers in the unwashed simple folks who 
fished and worked in his community and they were 
all persecuted by the religious leaders - Jesus peers 
- of their day. I have preached from my home pulpit  
a few times, have clean and smart congregation 
members AND am often treated well by  
a denomination I have been critical of before. 
 
So you see the privileged position I have over Jesus 
and his disciples, along with not having to die on  
a cross or carry the burden of humanity’s failures.  
So why would I be jealous of him now?   
 
Just this:  They got three really good years together before Jesus was carried up to heaven. But for 
those of us reading this from wherever we have Sheltered-In-Place, it stings a little. We didn’t know 
the last Sunday before the quarantine was the last Sunday of live, in-person worship. Our Bishop, 
who spent his last Sunday outside quarantine WITH US IN DULUTH didn’t know this was coming.  
What I do know is when Jesus left the disciples, he traveled a while with them then offered a  
blessing. It was in the midst of the blessing that he was carried to heaven and the sight and  
excitement of the event carried the disciples into worship… together… with joy. 
 
So do you feel any pangs of jealousy?  Of Jesus or the disciples?   

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 

Continued on next page . . . 
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I’m jealous of the three years Jesus and the disciples got before their separation occurred.  
Wednesday marks the one-year anniversary of my family’s move into the house on 47 Maple Drive.  
I remember a crate of milk being delivered by Jon Propp; a wonderful meal dropped off by Shane 
and Barb; a tour and invitation to learn about our community by Shari. All of this made the move 
seem friendlier and right at the time. 
 
Today, I feel lost. I was not my ‘best self’ on a semi-terrible internet meeting with people I care about 
concerning a challenging opportunity in normal circumstances last Wednesday. Then came the 
overwhelming silence of Sunday morning worship. Worship that used to be filled with check-ins, 
prayer concerns, unscripted children’s Kingdom Time “blurtings”, spirit-filled singing, and healthy  
announcements showing our heart was beating for God’s Kingdom. 
 
And it was at this time I finally understood something. I may have gotten into ministry because God 
called me and I wanted to follow, but I stay each and every day because of the people. Not just  
people, but hearts that feel like family because we cry and laugh and tease with one another with 
God’s grace all around. I may have taken it for granted before. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could, 
sometime in the future, take it for granted again? 
 
So today, I read the story with you of Jesus’ ascension and have a new set of questions. When will 
we be reunited again? What do we do in the meantime? How do we do it? What about when we 
miss Jesus? What about when we miss each other? 
 
I am thankful that both congregations are going to help start answering these questions into the 
weeks ahead. They are too big for me. I can’t do it alone. I can’t do anything alone. 
 
And I’ll also do what all Christians do when we have doubts or wonderings or questions. I pray.  
 
Let us pray: 
 
Holy one, staying away from one another really stinks. Because of you, we don’t fear death. We 
might fear being alone. Reside with each of us and help us all find ways to be less alone, more filled 
with power, and new ways to worship that honor You and honor our Neighbor. But don’t be too long. 
We need you. Amen. 
 
Pastor Brian 

He  

    was carried 

up into  

        Heaven. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED . . . 
Northwood UMC has received a request for volunteers to join the  
Carlton County Public Health and Human Services COVID-19  
Incident Response Team. 
 With an infectious disease pandemic, one of the agency’s roles  
is to provide essential services – like food, medications, or shelter (for 
unsheltered) – for anyone who is sick with COVID-19 and in isolation. 
This important service provides help to those who are sick and also 
helps to contain the spread of the disease. Duties may include: picking 
up and delivering food or medications to someone in isolation,  
monitoring the safety of someone in the agency’s designated shelter,  
or assisting with other essential service requests. Little to no direct  
contact would take place with an ill person – if contact was necessary  
to carry out the service, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) would be 
provided. 
 Anyone interested in providing volunteer support, please contact 
Josh Hagen, Liaison Officer, at 218-451-6517 or josh.hagen@co.carlton.mn.us. 
 A few steps would be necessary to complete the registration process: Register with MN  
Responds at https://www.mnresponds.org/ to be able to volunteer with Carlton County. MN  
Responds is a statewide volunteer database that registers community volunteers to be deployed 
during an emergency incident. 
 Provide name and birth date, along with consent, to run a background check through  
Carlton County. Provide your eligibility for days/times you can volunteer – and the best 24/7 contact 
information to reach you (most likely you will not be contacted between the hours of 8:00 pm and 
8:00 am). 
 For more information, contact: Ali Mueller, Carlton County Public Health and Human  
Services, 218-878-2858 or ali.mueller@co.carlton.mn.us 

ODE TO AUBREY JO . . . 
 

Our baby girl is graduating, we were planning a big “to-do.”  
But Coronavirus had other plans — so what are we to do?  

 

We want to celebrate her success and we’ve brainstormed night and day.  
Our final answer is to keep our original date — it is the best way!  

 

Please swing by the Compo Ranch  
and be as creative as you choose.  

Honk, say “Hi” and wave! We will send you  
on your way with dinner . . . You can’t lose!  

 

And if you feel safe enough, you are welcome to stick around! 
Though we could have postponed,  

our girl will soon be westbound (to U of MN/Morris that is!) 
 

Up to you, we understand — we would love to see you all.  
If this doesn’t work for you, maybe there is always a  
congratulatory text or call? (Aubrey: 218-461-5359) 

 

Please celebrate Aubrey’s graduation with us.  
Saturday, June 6, starting at 4:00 pm,  
315 Compo Lane, Esko, MN 55733. 

 

We pray you are safe and healthy  
and enjoying the warmer weather!  

 

                                                               — Tony & Holly Compo 

mailto:josh.hagen@co.carlton.mn.us
https://www.mnresponds.org/
mailto:ali.mueller@co.carlton.mn.us
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 
Prayer Requests related to COVID-19: 

 Prayers of wisdom for our leaders as they continue to  
safely navigate us through this COVID-19 pandemic espe-
cially as we begin the first steps in re-opening our economy. 

 Prayers for those who have contracted COVID-19.  

 Prayers for businesses that continue to struggle.  

 Prayers for all healthcare workers and essential workers. 

 Prayers for those who have had their jobs eliminated or hours reduced. 

 Prayers of gratefulness for all who are sewing masks. Keep up the good work!  

 Prayers for all the workers in our food prep facilities, food delivery people, grocery store workers. 

 Prayers for our police, fire fighters, EMTs and first responders. 

 Prayers for our truck drivers. 
 

Other Prayer Requests  

 Prayers of gratitude from Pastors Katherine and Brian to everyone who has been sharing  
the discipleship journey with them online.  

   
Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you virtually and until we meet again … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

SHOUT OUTS TO . . . 

 Phyllis Kruell and Kim Herrig for the special music and leading us in the hymns for our online 
worship on Sunday, May 17. Again, beautifully done and so much appreciated! 

 The Cornell family for another well-presented online worship experience!  

 Aubrey Compo and Isabelle Propp for graduating from Esko High School! 

 Emma Propp for graduating from Hamline University! 

BUDDY PHONE . . . 
Remember to use Buddy Phone to reach out to neighbors and 

friends. If they don’t have Facebook you can hold the phone near 

your viewing device so they can hear the Sunday worship.  

Or just call to say hello! 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the  
military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed 
in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day,  
Kevin Jensen, cousin to Daisy Rose and Holly Compo, deployed to Japan and Alex Lammi serving 
in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

mailto:bcornell@wnccumc.net

