
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of May 11 to May 17 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.   

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
Wednesday, May 13 ~ Virtual Administrative Council  
Meeting at 7:00 pm. An e-mail with the link to join the meet-
ing has been sent out to all council members. Please contact 
Jo at jodunaiski@gmail.com if you have not received it. 
 

Sunday, May 17 ~ Facebook Live Worship service at 9:00 
am. A link to view the video will be emailed out prior to Sun-
day. The link will also be on Northwood UMC’s website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 
 All online worship services dating back to March 22, 2020 
may be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/Northwood-
United-Methodist-Church-Esko-MN-113344768735604/ or on 
the Worship page at Northwood’s newly updated website at 
www.northwoodesko.com 

Please send your Tithes and Offerings to  
Northwood UMC, P. O. Box 295, Esko MN 55733 

 
Tuesday, May 26 ~ Virtual three-church worship meeting  
at 7:00 pm. 

BUDDY PHONE . . . 
Remember to use Buddy Phone to 

reach out to neighbors and friends. If 

they don’t have Facebook you can hold 

the phone near your viewing device so 

they can hear the Sunday worship.  

Or just call to say hello! 

      Where have you See God? Need God? Feel Joy? 
  Feel Gratitude? Please share your thoughts by  
                        calling Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995 or emailing  
                                      bcornell@wnccumc.net  
                         If you would like to share your thoughts in the 
                      newsletter, please email to Shirley at 
                      shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at  
                      annonpond@yahoo.com 
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Getting Back To a Safe Place 
 

O 
ne of my favorite movies of this decade was “The Martian”. 
The film depicts an astronaut's (Matt Damon) lone struggle 
to survive on Mars after being left behind, and efforts to  
rescue him and bring him home to Earth. Today, that 

seems something of a stretch, right? Here we are stuck on earth,  
trying to rescue ourselves and depending on your situation and  
perspective, some have very different ideas about how that rescue 
might look. Yet there are some emotional parallels. We thought things 
were doing well, at least as well as things go. Then an unexpected 
event, massive consequences and finally, the attempt to get back to  
a safe place. To return home. 
 
Scripture has been telling us this story for a long time, though it is  
often couched in terms of “We were in a garden, a disaster happens 
in the Garden and we lose it (or it loses us), and God is now trying to 
get us back to The New Garden, inviting our cooperation. The rest of 
the stories in the Bible continue this theme to some extent. Our scrip-
ture this week comes from John 14:15-21 which tells us of God’s great desire to NOT leave us 
alone, but to re-gather us to Jesus and Oneself.   
 
Our other scripture is located in Acts 17, verses 22-31 and it features the newly minted evangelist 
Paul. Here, Paul is telling the Greeks of Athens the unknown God they seek is actually seeking them 
AND ready to know them as children invited to God’s life through Jesus.   
 
So both stories feature rescue missions, like that of “The Martian”. And to me, all three stories  
resonate with me in extraordinary ways. First, I appreciate that all three stories are offered to us as 
ways to get help. John’s gospel is written to remind the listeners that no matter how bad things get, 
God won’t abandon us. The word used in the gospel is ‘orphan’ and the writer promises that God 
won’t let us become orphans. In this somewhat lonely world of sheltering in place, virtual gatherings 
and non-contact hugs, we need to hear these words because aloneness is in our everyday practice.  
But this is not forever. And God says we won’t be left alone. 
 
Second, we are worthy of love and being alive. In “The Martian” other people make amazing  
sacrifices to help bring the lost astronaut home. In our scripture, again and again we hear that we 
are worthy as God’s creation to be loved and to return this love to God. Sometimes this world we live 
in acts as if our place in it is negotiable or at worst, problematic. But the Gospel of love never says 
anyone is beyond God’s love or less than worthy of grace. There are no exceptions.   
 
Our congregation is called to live by these principles. We are called to remember God has not  
abandoned us and to reflect this in our lives as worshippers, as family members and as disciples of 
Jesus the Christ. We are also called to show we believe that ALL are worthy of Love and Grace. 
That no one is beyond redemption and the fruits of it including safety, healing and grace. 
 
This week, I hope you will join us in the activities that mark the lives of active disciples, even as we 
practice in some new ways. 
 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 

Continued on next page . . . 
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PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to the  
military service personnel and their families within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed 
in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day,  
Kevin Jensen, cousin to Daisy Rose and Holly Compo, deployed to Japan and Alex Lammi serving 
in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 

We will be honoring the graduates in our midst, so please help us lift them up. 
 
We will be looking at ways that we can open our congregation back up for worship and for the  
community groups that use our building. 
 
We will be considering the ways that we can reach out to our community and support the  
communities greatest needs in childcare going forward. 
 
We are providing group calls and bible studies and covenant groups each week so our church can 
continue growing as a community in faith and love. 
 
We may be called “Resident Aliens” in the scripture, but by no means should that mean we feel 
alone. If you or anyone you love is seeking conversation, contact or just being heard, please let me 
know as well. I’d be very happy to talk with you or your loved ones.   
 
Peace in Christ, fellow travelers. Things may look strange now, but the God of love is still calling us 
home. I’m glad to be with you on this journey. 
 
With thanks, Pastor Brian 

ODE TO AUBREY JO . . . 
 

Our baby girl is graduating, we were planning a big “to-do.”  
But Coronavirus had other plans — so what are we to do?  

 

We want to celebrate her success and we’ve brainstormed night and day.  
Our final answer is to keep our original date — it is the best way!  

 

Please swing by the Compo Ranch  
and be as creative as you choose.  

Honk, say “Hi” and wave! We will send you  
on your way with dinner . . . You can’t lose!  

 

And if you feel safe enough, you are welcome to stick around! 
Though we could have postponed,  

our girl will soon be westbound (to U of MN/Morris that is!) 
 

Up to you, we understand — we would love to see you all.  
If this doesn’t work for you, maybe there is always a  
congratulatory text or call? (Aubrey: 218-461-5359) 

 

Please celebrate Aubrey’s graduation with us.  
Saturday, June 6, starting at 4:00 pm,  
315 Compo Lane, Esko, MN 55733. 

 

We pray you are safe and healthy  
and enjoying the warmer weather!  

 

                                                               — Tony & Holly Compo 
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 
Prayer Requests related to COVID-19: 

 Prayers of wisdom for our leaders as they continue to  
safely navigate us through this COVID-19 pandemic espe-
cially as we begin the first steps in re-opening our economy. 

 Prayers for those who have contracted COVID-19.  

 Prayers for businesses that continue to struggle.  

 Prayers for all healthcare workers and essential workers. 

 Prayers for those who have had their jobs eliminated or hours reduced. 

 Prayers of gratefulness for all who are sewing masks. Keep up the good work!  

 Prayers for all the workers in our food prep facilities, food delivery people, grocery store workers. 

 Prayers for our police, fire fighters, EMTs and first responders. 

 Prayers for our truck drivers. 
 

Other Prayer Requests  

 Pastor Katherine asked for prayers for racism throughout the world. 

 Prayers to lift up and celebrate the work of Amanda Groth in her endeavor to open a  
child care facility in August at Northwood UMC. 

 A joy that Brody Zbacnik caught his first ever lake trout. It was 6 lbs and it was a joy for his  
Dad to witness this event. 

   
Prayer requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  
If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you virtually and until we meet again … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

SHOUT OUTS TO . . . 

 Amanda Zbacnik for her Kingdom Time message on Sunday, May 10. Nicely done!  
Also thanks to Brody and Maddux who were great participants! Good job boys! 

 The Cornell family for creating another wonderful online worship experience! 

 Phyllis Kruell and Kim Herrig for the special music and leading us in the hymns  
for our online worship.  

NUMC OUTREACH SQUAD . . . 
Hello Church Family! Do you need:  
 A helping hand; grocery items; prescription or medicine pick up; 
 take-out meal pick-up and delivery; cheering up? 
Call the Northwood Outreach Squad to get the help you need! We are “on the ready” to help!  
Barb Lammi, 218-383-9608 or Kora Cavanaugh, 218 310-7380. 

VIRTUAL CHURCH ASSISTANCE. . .  
Northwood UMC has been awarded a Dare to Reach Grant of $1000 by the Minnesota Annual  
Conference’s Connectional Ministries. This grant will assist Northwood in the continuation of  
providing virtual church services to Northwood’s congregation. 
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