
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of April 20 to April 26 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH 

P.O. Box 295, 62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Online Worship: 9:00 am 

A church with a BIG heart! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for online worship, 

pictures and  
upcoming events! 

Weekly newsletters  
and bulletins 

also are available  
for viewing. 

www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  

(include ESKO MN  
in the address) for the most 

current information  
and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.   

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

Sunday, April 26 ~ Our online worship service at  
9:00 am. A link to view the video will be emailed out prior 
to Sunday. The link will also be on Northwood UMC’s  
website at www.northwoodesko.com 

NUMC OUTREACH SQUAD . . . 
Hello Church Family! Do you need:  
 
 A helping hand 
 Grocery items 
 Prescription or medicine pick up 
 Take-out meal pick-up and delivery 
 Cheering up? 
 
 Call the Northwood Outreach Squad  
to get the help you need! We are“on the 
ready” to help! Don’t hesitant!  
 Barb Lammi, 218-383-9608 or Kora Cavanaugh, 218 310-7380. 

BUDDY PHONE . . . 
Remember to use Buddy Phone to 

reach out to neighbors and friends. If 

they don’t have Facebook you can hold 

the phone near your viewing device so 

they can hear the Sunday worship.  

Or just call to say hello! 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each 
Sunday remind us of our ministry of prayer to 
the military service personnel and their families 
within our congregation. Especially Gavin Day 
stationed in Fort Campbell, KY, nephew of Dan 
and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and 
Julie Day, Kevin Jensen, cousin to Daisy Rose 
and Holly Compo, deployed to Japan and Alex 
Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 
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Northwood Newsletter Week of April 20 to April 26 

What Shall We Do? 
 

T 
he sermon title for this Sunday’s worship is “What Shall We 
Do?” and it was chosen before the whole Coronaviral  
LockDown. It was chosen as a direct quote from Sunday’s 
scripture, which originates in the book of Acts chapter two, 

verse 37.  It reads, “Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and to the other  
apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’” 
 
I love this verse.  It comes from the most pivotal passages of scripture 
for my life and ministry. But let’s break it down first, and then I’ll explain 
why this text seems so important. 
 
Our scripture comes after Jesus has ascended to heaven and the  
Apostles, now with a new sense of mission and purpose, begin sharing 
their experience of Jesus ‘Good News’ with others. They have  
experienced discipleship, they have experienced loss and death, and 
then they have experienced new life - resurrection if you will - but not just for Jesus. They, too, have 
a new perspective, new energy, a new way of living. And, they are motivated to share it with those 
around them. 
 
They don’t hide anymore either. Instead of crouching in closed and locked rooms or sheltering in 
place, they are moving to the busiest areas of their community and making contact with all they can, 
sharing the good news. 
 
And what news it is. Peter tells the entire story of the bible then, in a nutshell, explains how God’s act 
of saving humanity involves Jesus… but tells the Jews gathered they actually killed him. 
 
To tell the truth, that last part is kind of a leap because you might need to do some work to convince 
me that I took part in killing someone I never met. I DO understand when interacting with brown-
skinned Americans how I have at times participated in systems of injustice, economic inequalities 
and full out European inculturation that harmed them. All I have to do is travel to the Native American 
reservation and I could listen about how situations I benefit from created situations that put others at 
risk. Even as I’m typing, a pandemic created by the accidental spread of viruses with others rages 
outside. So maybe it isn’t a stretch to imagine how our actions can harm others, however unwittingly. 
 
Whatever the case, what is amazing to me is that these listening Jews, upon hearing Peter’s exposi-
tory heavy proclamation are moved to cry out for help. When was the last time you shared a mes-
sage with someone that they said, “You’re right.  What can I do?” 
 
Peter leads the listeners in the basic act of Christian discipleship. They are exhorted to repent, be 
baptized into the new life and identity, and then to actively take the gifts of the Holy Spirit into them-
selves to continue the work of transformation. This work includes (in verse 42) devoting “themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 
 
And this is the basic formula for a life of discipleship. I feel deeply in my bones these marks of  
discipleship are still just as important 2000 years later as they ever were and am blessed these last 
20 years to find others who get this; who understand the call to repent, accept a new calling, and  
devote ourselves to living differently.                                                      Continued on next page . . . 

COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 
Prayer Requests related to COVID-19: 

 Prayers of wisdom for our leaders as they continue to safely  
navigate us through this COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Prayers for those who have contracted COVID-19.  

 Prayers for businesses that are not able to be open.  

 Prayers for all healthcare workers and essential workers. 

 Prayers for those who have had their jobs eliminated or hours reduced. 

 Prayers of gratefulness for all who are sewing masks. Keep up the good work!  
Other Prayer Requests  

 A joy to have our migrating birds back in the Northland.  

 Prayers of healing for Bonny Propp’s mother, Kay Bissell, who has been hospitalized and for 
concerned family members that are not allowed to be with her at this time.  

   
Prayer Requests may be texted or called in to Pastor Brian at 828-434-6995.  

Prayer requests also may be emailed to Pastor Brian at bcornell@wnccumc.net  

If you would like your request to appear in the newsletter, please also email to  

Shirley at shirleybob15@gmail.com and/or Ann Butler at annonpond@yahoo.com 

See you virtually and until we meet again … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

SHOUT OUTS TO . . . 

 Amanda Zbacnik for leading us in worship and music on Sunday, April 19.  Beautifully done!  

“In the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity.”— Albert Einstein  

Some things are still a bit different. Instead of hiding in the ‘upper room’ or ‘locked rooms’ such as 
the disciples did for fear of death, we good church people have been hiding in church buildings each 
Sunday morning, being too shy or polite or vulnerable to risk sharing our good news. Now, a new 
day has dawned and through an “act of God” (unknown event), we are forced out of our buildings 
and instead meet to worship on the highway of new commerce and trade - the internet. 
 
Some of the numbers we are seeing on YouTube, Facebook and others suggest that more people 
are listening now than ever before.  And my open question to myself and you is this: “What am  
I asking them to believe?” Do I/we believe Jesus died because we killed him AND that we are now 
offered a way to REPENT/TURN FROM/LIVE DIFFERENTLY than we have in the past and let the 
Holy Spirit work in us? What is to keep us from still learning, fellowshipping, breaking meals  
together and praying? 
 
This is a real question, and it demands real answers. Please, if you have heard anything from me in 
the past that made you wonder, wonder about this. What does God ask of us in light of the secnd 
chapter of Acts and the CoronaVirus year 2020?  What Shall WE do? 
 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
Peace in Christ, my family of God. — Brother Brian 
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