
 

Northwood Newsletter Week of February 10 to February 16 

NORTHWOOD 
UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH 

62 West Highway 61, Esko, MN 55733  
Pastor Brian Cornell ~ 828-434-6995  

bcornell@wnccumc.net 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 am 

The little church with a BIG heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Brian Cornell 
 

Check out our website  
for pictures and  

upcoming events! 
Weekly bulletins  

(current month) and  
weekly newsletters also are 

available for viewing. 
www.northwoodesko.com 

 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @  

Northwood United  
Methodist Church, Esko MN  
(include ESKO MN in the ad-
dress) for the most current in-
formation and event albums. 

 
DIRECT ANNOUNCEMENTS  

to Shirley Brandt for the  
bulletin by Tuesday by 5:00 pm 
and/or for the weekly newsletter 

by Monday afternoon at:  
shirleybob15@gmail.com.   

 
Please also cc to Ann Butler at: 

annonpond@yahoo.com  

PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

 
Saturday , February 15 ~ Ladies Lunch Bunch will start their 
day at 10:30 am by visiting the Epicurian Outlet Store in  
Superior followed by lunch at the China Inn restaurant also in 
Superior.  Let Ann or Jo know if you are planning to attend.   
 
Sunday, February 16 ~  

 TPUMM (Twin Ports United Methodist Ministry) meeting at 
Northwood UMC at 1:30 pm. 

 Youth Group skating at Four Season’s in Carlton from 9 am 
to 2:00 pm    

 
Saturday, February 22 ~ Save the date! Retreat to be held at 
the McCabe Renewal Center from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Please 
see more on page 3 of this newsletter.   
 
Sunday, February 23 ~ Adult Lenten Bible Study 
at 10:30 am.  Dive deep into the history of the last 
days before the crucifixion with Entering the Pas-
sion of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine. Jesus’ final days 
were full of risk. Every move he made was filled 
with anticipation, danger, and the potential for 
great loss or great reward. Jesus risked his reputa-
tion when he entered Jerusalem in a victory pa-
rade. He risked his life when he dared to teach in 
the Temple. His followers risked everything when 
they left behind their homes, or anointed him with 
costly perfume. We take risks as we read and re-
read these stories, finding new meanings and new 
challenges.  See Ann Butler to order your book. Cost is $8.50.  
 

 
Wednesday, February 26 ~  
Ash Wednesday Service at 6:00 pm. 
Prepare yourself for the Lenten Season 
by attending this very meaningful  
service. 
 
 
 

Please check the message board in the 
Narthex for upcoming events offered.  
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COLLOQUIES with Pastor Brian 

We Always Want You Back! 
 

D 
o you ever want a moment back? A time or a place where you said or did some-
thing and in retrospect thought, “Oh, I don’t think I woulda done that.” I hear that 
voice right now as I glance at the lectionary and notice I paired it with the  
Jackson 5’s “I Want You Back”. Ugh, why did I do that?  

 
Maybe you can see where I was going after reading the fifth chapter of Matthew.  
Specifically, Matthew 5:21-37 contains a list Jesus reminds his listeners they have heard  
before. “You have heard it said…” he offers repeatedly, then goes on to list a variety of sins/
challenges facing the listening community.  
 
Anger, adultery, divorce, taking oaths; all of these are places Jesus offers insight yet also 
challenge. For example, if adultery was previously defined as sleeping with someone who is 
not your spouse, Jesus says just having lustful thoughts counts as adultery. Where do the 
lyrics for the Jackson 5’s song “I Want You Back” come in? Could it be in reference to  
Jesus’ listeners wishing for the OLD understanding of the Law back? Or is something else 
going on?  
 
Another lectionary scripture from the book of Psalms, chapter 119, verses 1-8 offers hints.  
In verse 8 we read: “I will observe your statutes; do not utterly forsake me.” The Psalmist 
paints a vision of following God filled with zeal and honest intentions… but we all know how 
intentions go, right?  
 
Like those who heard Jesus’ words, we know we might wish to be blameless and live lives 
that are correct and true according to God’s desires. We also know we often fall far short of 
what we wanted to do and what we are able to do. Like the Psalmist, we want to live lives 
that are “blameless,” where we “seek him with all (our) heart,” “do no wrong,” and where we 
“(obey God’s) decrees”.  
 
Of course, if that had happened, the Israelites would not have had to wander the desert for 
40 years, would not have seen their nation defeated and would not have needed a Messiah 
to come. Yet need these things they did.  
 
Maybe the reason I heard “I Want You Back” lyrics in this week’s lectionary was the  
reminder “To seek God with all our heart.” We may not do it as we intended and when we 
realize it, we need God back. Yet unlike the song, God isn’t likely to go off with someone 
else and forget about us. We are told that when we cry out, the God of love hears us and 
reaches for us. Maybe that was what I heard in the lectionary this week. What songs came 
to mind for you? No matter what, we as a church ALWAYS WANT YOU BACK at worship 
each Sunday, so please join us for worship and know that the God of love is waiting for all of 
us. No matter what.  
 
Peace in Christ,  
 
Pastor Brian 
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JOYS, CONCERNS, GRATITUDE & NEEDS . . . 

 Gratitude that John Piette is back in worship and is recovering 
well from his second stroke. 

 We look forward to meeting a new District Superintendent  
this summer! 

 Prayers for Tony Compo and his mom, Jeanette and family as they lost his dad,  
Bill Compo, this past week to a heart attack. 

 Prayers of healing for much of the Compo family who have a terrible stomach illness. 

 Continued prayers for Tom, friend of the Cavanaughs, who is dealing with an infection following 
esophageal cancer surgery. 

 Continued prayers for John Malinka, brother-in-law of Ann Butler.  
His eyesight and chest wound are slowly improving. 

 Prayers of safe travel for Dan and Beth Belden heading to Florida this week to see her parents. 

 Prayers that David and Kaylee Belden’s offer on a house is accepted. 

 Prayers of comfort for Nan Bong as it is the anniversary of the death of her brother-in-law, Brad. 

 A joy that Allison Ringat made it to the state swim competition! 
 

PRAYER CARDS ARE AVAILABLE from the ushers prior to the worship service.  
If you would prefer the Pastor to receive your prayer request in writing rather than verbally at Joys and Concerns,  

please complete a prayer card and place it in the offering plate. 

FEBRUARY LENTEN RETREAT . . . 
Lent is a special time for all followers of Jesus, yet sometimes we feel we’re miss-
ing the growth, enrichment or opportunity to journey with Jesus. This retreat at the  
McCade Renewal Center on Saturday, February 22 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm is  
designed to help us have a meaningful and deep journey into our Lenten season  
with Christ. We will enjoy opportunities for fellowship and prayer, study and under-
standing. There will be listening sessions for those that desire, and careful instruc-
tion so all can feel comfortable participating. At the end of the retreat, it is our hope 
that many will have a clear idea of what God is calling us to do within this Lenten 
season.  
 At this time, the first 20 spots are free with an email of intent of participa-
tion sent to annonpond@yahoo.com and a willingness to bring a dish to share for 
lunch. A sign-up form for food is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

SHOUT OUTS TO . . . 

 The Northwood Singers for sharing their talents with us on Sunday, February 9! 

 Allison Ringat for her faithful scripture reading during service! 

 All those who tied blankets during church! 

                                                               
 
OPPORTUNITIES WITH PASTOR BRIAN . . . 
For the foreseeable future on the second Tuesday of each month, Pastor Brian is  
preaching at several senior centers. These include North Shore Estates, 7700 Grand Ave, 
Duluth, at 10:00 am, Sunnyside Healthcare Center, 512 Skyline Blvd, Cloquet, at 2:15 pm 
and Inter-Faith Care Center, 811 3rd St, Carlton, at 3:15 pm.  
 Pastor would LOVE to have company to participate musically, help pray, or even to 
preach. Please let Pastor Brian know if you are interested. And, visitors / congregants are 
always welcome to come listen and/or visit with the residents — they so look forward to  
being smiled at or appreciated. 

mailto:annonpond@yahoo.com
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See you in church! and till then  … 

SCATTER JOY, INSPIRE HOPE, SHARE LOVE, AND SEEK PEACE. 

YOUTH GROUP UPCOMING EVENTS . . . 
 

February 16  No Sunday school. 

February 16  Skating at 4 Season’s complex in Carlton from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.  

March 22  No Sunday school. 

March 25  Just a Touch of Love Drive for  

   Harbor House Crisis Shelter from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at NUMC. 

April 4   Mercy Me (and Jeremy Camp) concert at Amsoil Arena at 7:00 pm. 

May 10  No Sunday school. 

May 13  Roadside Cleanup from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. 

Sunday, February 23. 
7:00 to 8:15 pm  
Esko BS Troop 152  
meeting at Northwood UMC. 

 

Monday, February 24. 
5:30 to 6:30 pm 
Esko GS Troop 4139  
meeting at Northwood UMC.   

Jessica Gerard 

February 11 

PRAYER MINISTRY . . . 
The tea light candles we light on the altar each Sunday remind us of our ministry 
of prayer to the military service personnel and their families within our  
congregation. Especially Gavin Day stationed in Fort Leonard Wood, MO,  
nephew of Dan and Beth Belden and grandson of Dennis and Julie Day,  
Kevin Jensen, cousin to Daisy Rose and Holly Compo, deployed to Japan and 
Alex Lammi serving in Memphis, son of Barb and Ted Lammi. 


